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reflects on producing 

Doctor upl^* 

Star Trek: 

Voyager 

Roxanne Biggs-Dawson, hot-headed Chief Engineer 
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Murder and Mystery with 

Sapphire and 
Steel 
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Nearly 200 
prizes to be 
won this 
month 




8 Producing 
Doctor Who 

Philip Hinchcliffe recalls his 
days as producer of a 
Doctor Who period many 
consider a ‘Golden Age’ 

15 Deep Space Nine 

Aron Eisenberg on life as a 
young Ferengi 

20 Sapphire 
and Steel 

Our Fantasy Flashback takes 
the first part of a trip to 
unknown dimensions as 
Sapphire and Steel become 
involved in a murder mystery 

23 Doctor Who 

Dave Stone moves from 
Judge Dredd to a New 
Adventure for the Doctor 

24 Babylon 5 

This issue’s episode guide 
gets a grip on the first part of 
Season 2 

29 Century Falls 

Writer Russell T Davies 
provides an insight into the 
development of this popular 
Fantasy series and its ‘lost 
episode’ 




Scanned by Zeg 


EfiZEE 1: 

Suddenly our postbags bulged with letters from readers who 
were stunned when the UK’s Channel 4 announced that no 
more episodes of Babylon 5 were to be shown in the near 
future. It seems the delay originated in the States, and Channel 
4 may well show the last four episodes as soon as possible. 
Creator/producer J Michael Straczynski told TV Zone ‘I’m still 
trying to suss out this situation. I’ve heard competing stories 
myself’. Maybe this outcry will finally convince Channel 4 
how popular Babylon 5 is and how much more it could be, 
and perhaps they will show Season 3 (now given the go-ahead) 
as part of their widescreen transmissions. . . 

Next issue is published 20th July. 

Jan Vincent-Rudzki 



32 Space Precinct 

Simone Bendix plays the 
strong-willed English police 
officer Jane Castle 

39 Star Trek: Voyager 

Roxann Biggs-Dawson joins 
a Star Trek tradition as Chief 
Engineer B’Elanna Torres 

47 The Ultimate 
Competition 

A special treat for TV Zone 
readers as we present a 
more than bumper page of 
goodies... 



3 News 

Our acclaimed round-up of 
news and events in the TV 
Zone 

18 Letters 

Comments, ideas and 
criticisms from our postbag 

26 Memory Alpha 

Your questions about the TV 
Zone posed and answered 

36 Reviews 

Things to read, watch, listen 
to... and maybe even avoid! 
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B5 - Point of Departure 

‘The Coming of Shadows' was 
left in mid air with Babylon 5 be- 

ing removed from the Channel 4 S'', ^ 

schedule after 6 June, four epi- 

sodes short of the second sea- 

son finale, because Warner 

Brothers/Babylonian Produc- 

tions had been unable to deliver ' 

them in time (reasons given have .4; i 

varied from additional post pro- r 

duction requirements to flooding B v 

in the studios!). At present, C4 FL . i- 

plans to show these immediately kY ' . 

prior to the third season, which Wf ■ _ . , • ™ 

is still awaiting confirmation. | ’ No Bat3 y ,on 5 ~ so 

However the signs and portents read b°°ks instead! 

for this are good according to a 

Channel 4 spokesman, but it may be 1996 before further UK trans- 
mission takes place. 

J Michael Straczynski is reported to have said that the narra- 
tion for the upcoming season may be spoken by Claudia Chris- 
tian, with the narration being: 

"The Babylon Project was our last, best hope for peace. It 
failed. But, in the Year of the Shadow War, it became something 
greater: our last, best hope for... victory. The year is 2260. The 
place: Babylon 5.” 

Straczynski has also mentioned (jokingly) on the Internet that 
the narration for Season 5 should just be, “Run for it!" He is 
also writing a new 4-issue arc for the B5 comics series which 
introduces a character who may be seen in the third season of 
the tv series if all goes well. The comics will provide all the back- 
ground information on the character, deal more with the Rang- 
ers, and will be set on B5, near the Outer Rim and on all the 
major alien homeworlds (except for the Vorlon homeworld, of 
course)! 

Ambassador Sinclair may make another appearance in the new 
season, possibly in a two-part episode. Lyta Alexander may also 
make further appearances, and we will also hear more about Dr 
Kyle, the original doctor from the pilot movie of the series. There 
will also be a couple of new actors for the season, no names as of 
yet. Eventually, what the ‘Third Age of Mankind’ actually is will be 
revealed, and Zathras will be making a return appearance. 


Glen Morgan and James Wong, -fmmr 
producers of The X-Files, are be- 

hind a new Science Fiction series, l yip 

Space, being produced by Twenti- ijjjaW 

eth Century Fox Television, which 

will air on the Fox Network in the US this Autumn on Sundays, 
before coming to the UK’s Sky One, BSkyB being one of the 
show's backers. Representing Fox’s most expensive program- 
ming commitment to date, the cost is being justified because of 
overseas sales potential. The se- 
ries is about a group of young mili- 
It C' ~ * tary cadets > who are fighting alien 
invaders. 

>• V, -rf X-Files creator and executive 
1 I W producer Chris Carter is coming 

T./ 1 to the UK in August to address the 

1995 Edinburgh International 
Television Festival about the se- 
Cadets vs the aliens crets of the series’ success. 


Compiled by Dominic May 
and Edwin Yau 


New Doc Doc 
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Mainstream Cult 

Popular listings magazine Radio 
Times gave cult tv a boost in 
early June with the publication 
of poll results covering cult 
programmes readers wished to 
see repeated. The top five were 
The Saint. UFO. Blakes’ 7. 
Department S and Mission 
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Lumiere, through Amity 
Productions, has commissioned 
Dalekmania!. an all-new 60 
minute video documentary from 
Kevin Davies (30 Years. More 
Than 30 Years in the Tardis 
and the Starburst 200 video) 
about the two 1960s Dalek films 
Dr (sic) Who and the Daleks 
and Daleks - Invasion Earth 
2150 AD plus an overview of 
the popularity of the metal 
menaces. It is being rush 
released at the end of July to tie 
in with the premiere release of 
the two films in widescreen by 
Warner Brothers in August. 


Itvzpne 


The video utilizes Davies’s 
trait of a linking storyline 
(featuring Josh Maguire from 30 
Years). Interviews already 
conducted include Barrie 
Ingham (Alydon) reunited with 
Yvonne Antrobus (Dyoni) for the 
first time in 30 years plus Jill 
Curzon (Louise). He also hopes 
to interview Roberta Tovey 
(Susan) alongside director 
Gordon Flemyng. 

Red Dwarf VII/VIII? 

Negotiations have nearly been 
completed between Grant Naylor 
Productions and the BBC over 
production of Red Dwarf VII 
with eight episodes and a 
Christmas special planned for 
production to commence in 
March. Various reports have 
indicated that Chris Barrie may 
not wish to lake part due to other 
commitments but Grant Naylor 
expects all four main cast 
members to sign up plus Hattie 
Hayridge if Red Dwarf is found. 
The determining factor will be 
Rob Grant and Doug Naylor’s 
scripts, which have still to be 
written. It is believed that the 


deal being concluded will also 
enable Red Dwarf VIII to be 
produced in 1997 encompassing 
an additional eight editions and a 
further special. 

Grant Naylor has been in 
negotiations with BBC World- 
wide (formerly BBC Enter- 
prises) to co-fund the pro- 
gramme and increase its 
distribution rights as it feels it 
has been poorly served by the 
corporation in certain territo- 
ries where there is a large fan 
base. 

A further selection of bloopers 
from Red Dwarf is being lined 
up for issue by BBC Video in 
November provisionally titled 
Red Dwarf: Smeg Outs. When 
the seventh series enters 
production no doubt every scene 
will be mapped out for recording 
more than once with extra takes 
for planned bloopers so as to 
maximise potential for further 
releases! 



news 




Star Trek Books Update 

(Please note: The list is subject to change) 

PUBLISHERS: Boxtree (B), Simon & Schuster (S), Virgin (V), 
Titan (T) 

June 

22nd Adv 12: World Without End (Joe Haldeman) £4.50 (T) 

27th ST 74: Fearful Summons (D.M. Flinn) p/bk £4.50 (S) 

DS9 1 1 : Devil in the Sky (Cox & Bentacourt) p/bk £4.50 (S) 
DS9 Young Adult 5: The Arcade (Diana Gallagher) 

p/bk £2.99 (S) 

TNG Relics (Michael Jan Friedman) audio £7.99 (S) 
ST Ashes of Eden (William Shatner) 

£9.99/audio £7.99 (S) 
ST Logs 7-10 (Alan Dean Foster) p/bk £5.99 each (S) 
30th The Law of Trek (Paul Joseph) £9.99 (B) 

July 

20th TNG/DS9: Crossover graphic novel £7.99 (T) 

ST Ashes of Eden (William Shatner) 

graphic novel £9.99 (T) 

25th TNG 36: Into the Nebula (Gene Deweese) p/bk £4.50 (S) 
DS9 The Ferengi Rules of Acquisition 

(Ira Steven Behr) p/bk £3.99 (S) 

STV 3: Ragnarok (Nathan Archer) p/bk £4.50 (S) 
TNG The Devil's Heart (Carmen Carter) audio£7.99 (S) 
31st Empires in Trek £9.99 (B) 

August 

17th The New Trek Programme Guide 

(Paul Cornell/Martin Day/Keith Topping) (V) 
TNG Beginnings graphic novel £9.99 (T) 

29th ST 75: First Frontier (Diane Carey) p/bk £ 4.50 (S) 

TNG Q-Squared (Peter David) p/bk £4.99 (S) 

DS9 Young Adult 6: Field Trip (John Peel) p/bk £2.99 (S) 
TNG Imzadi (Peter David) audio £7.99 (S) 

ST (30th anniversary), TNG, DS9 & STV 

1 996 Calendars £6.99 each (S) 

September 

26th DS9 1 2: The Laertian Gamble 

(Robert Sheckley) p/bk £4.50 (S) 

TNG Make it So (Wess Roberts) h/bk £9.99 (S) 

STV 4: Violations (Susan Wright) p/bk £4.50 (S) 

ST Prime Directive (Reeves-Stevens) audio £7.99 (S) 

ST 1 996 Desk Diary h/bk £9.99 (S) 

29th Beyond Uhura - Star Trek and Other Memories 

(Nichelle Nicholls) p/bk £8.99 (B) 

Star Trek Creator (David Alexander) p/bk £8.99 (B) 
October 

31 st TNG Young Adult 8: Starfall (Brad Strickland) p/bk £2.99 (S) 
Star Trek Federation (Gar & Judith Stevens) p/bk £4.99 (S) 
STTNG 37: The Last Stand (Brad Ferguson) p/bk £4.50 (S) 
November 

28th The Art of Star Trek (Reeves-Stevens) h/bk £35.00 (S) 
DS9 1 3: Station Rage (Diane Carey) p/bk £4.50 (S) 

STV 5: Incident at Arbuk (John Belancourt) 

p/bk £4.50 (S) 

December 

4th TNG Blueprints (Rick Sternbach) p/bk £12.99 (S) 

To the Stars (George Takei autobiography) p/bk £7.99 (S) 
ST 76: Demorra (Peter David) p/bk £4.50 (S) 

TNG: Crossover (Michael Jan Friedman) 

h/bk £9.99/audio £7.99 (S) 

TNG Young Adult 

9: Nova Command (Brad Strickland) p/bk £2.99 (S) 
ST: Generations (JM Dillard) p/bk £4.99 (S) 

1996 

January 

1st TNG 38: Dragon's Honour (TBA) p/bk £4.50 (S) 

ST 77: TBA (Margaret Armin) p/bk £4.50 (S) 


Impossible. All of these have/ 
are/will be shown on UK tv 
stations. BBC2 controller 
Michael Jackson revealed that 
The New Avengers will be 
shown on his channel in the 
Autumn to capitalize on “the 
Joanna Lumley factor” and 
confirmed as previously reported 
that The Saint. Space: 1999 and 
Man in a Suitcase will see 
BBC2 light during 1996. He 
seemed less certain when it came 
to Blake’s 7 because of clear- 
ance costs. 

Definitely coming to Channel 
4 are The Persuaders and the 
colour Diana Rigg episodes of 
The Avengers, which will air 
from mid September in the 
familiar 6 pm slot, although 
Mission Impossible is being 
held back, having been pulled 
from its planned July debut, 
most likely so it can tie in with 
next year’s film version. 


TV Focus 


Further to Jan’s editorial last 
issue, UK Gold along with most 
of the satellite and cable 
channels do actually provide 
episode titles and guest stars for 
listings magazines (both monthly 
and in more depth weekly ), but 
sadly the majority of titles fail to 
print this information due to' 
space considerations. 

Channel 4 recently responded 
to enquiries as to the wherea- 


bouts of Northern Exposure, 
which was last broadcast in 
August 1994. Mairi MacDonald, 
Head of Purchased Programmes, 
says, "Northern Exposure has 
been held back a little to allow 
for the first series of ER. but it 
will be back later in the Sum- 
mer." It will actually return on 
Wednesdays during August. 

Star Trek: The Next Genera- 
tion is being rested by BBC2 
during the Summer having 
reached Time's Arrow (Part 2) 
but will return in September. 

With BBC1 currently screening 
Escape from Jupiter, a sequel 
Return to Jupiter has been 
announced by Film Australia and 
NHK of Japan with shooting 
planned to commence in 1996. 

Bravo’s latest ITC series to 
make its debut on the channel is 
The Saint, which will run thrice 
weekly from 3 July in correct 
transmission taking over the 
slots occupied by The Avengers, 
which concludes its second run. 
Bravo is also hosting a weekend 
of ITC programming, to include 
The Saint. The Persuaders. 
Sapphire and Steel. Jason 
King, Department S and The 
Prisoner, starting at midday on 
Saturday 5 August to midnight 
Sunday 6. 

61 episodes of Wonder 
Woman are dusted off once 
more from 29 July on Sky One, 
while The Young Indiana Jones 
Chronicles returns from 9 July 
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commencing with The Curse of 
the Jackal. In the meantime the 
BBC continues to treat this high 
class series with contempt using 
it to fill in schedule gaps during 
the Summer of sport. 

UK Gold's Doctor Who 
schedule for July is Frontier in 
Space (6 eps from 3 July), 

Planet of the Daleks (6 eps from 
12 July). The Green Death (6 eps 
from 19 July) and The Time 
Warrior (4 eps from 27 July). 

Idle Gossip 

Several national newspapers 
have reported (once again) that 
Eric Idle has been signed up to 
play the next Doctor. This has 
been categorically denied by the 
possible producers, who believe 
that the speculation originated 
because of Idle's involvement in 
the Amblin Entertainment 
cinema release Casper. During 
production last Summer he was 
often to be spotted on Amblin 
premises. 

The new prospective Doctor 
Who script, which is expected to 
be completed by mid-July, is 
being written by Matthew 
Jacobs, an Englishman whose 
previous work includes Smart 
Money (a 1986 Screen One type 
feature), and Hallelujah 
Anyhow, which he wrote and 
directed for the BBC in 1990 and 
which featured at the London, 
Sundance and Seattle Film 



Who s Draconians on Gold 


■■ "$9 . Season 4 


The first episode of Star 

third season, which will 

premiere in the US in the 

Autumn, will be a two-hour ' 

special. As the final story of 

Season Three, The Adver- 

sary, did not have a cliff- 

hanger ending, this leaves 

the way open for the two- 

hour story to be self-con- ^ > 

tained... and it should pack " \ 

some major surprises. 

DS9’s ratings have failed 
to benefit from some radical 
format changes during the 

second season (the use of ,ift 

the Defiant, new sets, * 

Sisko’s rise to Captaincy Worf ’s future — DS9? 
and more character interac- 
tion). The Nielen syndication rating for May was 6.9; a fall of 
19% from last year's figure of 8.5, which was itself well below 
the audience reach of Star Trek: The Next Generation. 

Executive producer Rick Berman has announced "substan- 
tive changes” will be introduced in the two-hour opener, and 
this could tie in with news that Michael Dorn is in negotiation 
with Paramount to join the series as Worf. Whether the security 
chief is being sought for a guest spot, or as a regular, is not 
entirely clear so far... but there’s no denying that the addition 
of a regular from The Next Generation could buy Deep Space 
Nine more viewers. Dorn has yet to comment on how he feels 
about playing the Klingon once more (he was, after all, pretty 
vocal about his relief at the end of ST:TNG as he was free of the 
lengthy make-up job). Stay tuned... 


Festivals. In 1986 he also 
directed the short feature Vardo. 
Other writing credits include 
Monster Maker (1989) for Jim 
Henson, the 1 989 fantasy feature 
film Paper House, Somewhere 
to Run ( 1 989) for Thames and 
the 1990 TV film Some Lie and 
Some Die. Most recently he 
contributed scripts to The Young 
Indiana Jones Chronicles for 
George Lucas. 

Matthew actually has a former 
Doctor Who connection as his 
father was the late Anthony 
Jacobs, who played Doc 
Holliday in the 1966 serial The 
Gunfighters , and he recalls 
visiting the set as an eight-year- 
old and meeting William 
Hartnell. 


Book News 

Boxtree, now an official Doctor 
Who licence holder, releases 
Doctor Who poster and postcard 
books on 30 June and later in the 
year begins a new range 
covering the Doctor Who 
producers with The Hinchcliffe 
Years by Adrian Rigelsford. 
Virgin’s Doctor Who Handbook 
for 1 996 by David Howe and 
Stephen James Walker will 
feature the third Doctor and not 
the second as has been reported 
elsewhere and David Howe is 
also collaborating with Jon 
Pertwee on a biography covering 
his Doctor Who years. Doctor 


Who - The Eighties by the Howe/ 
Stammers/Walker team is 
another title planned for next 
year. Jessica Carney is writing 
Who 's There?, a biography of her 
grandfather William Hartnell. On 
the fiction front Who Killed 
Kennedy? by David Bishop will 
link the Doctor and UNIT into a 
conspiracy theory. Titan has now 
decided not to publish any 
further Doctor Who Script 
Books. 

Tele70 

The August Tele70 season at the 
National Film Theatre has now 
been firmed up and will include 


episodes 1. 5,6,7 of Doctor Who: 
The Ambassadors of Death on 3. 
August (episode 5 is re-coloured, 
I is from the original colour 
master while the final two are in 
black and white); a Frankenstein 
horror session featuring Once 
Upon A Time: Frankenstein 
(Granada tx 2/9/73 with 
Geoffrey Bayldon and John 
Stride) and Supernatural: 

Dance of the Marionettes (BBC 
tx 30/7/77 with Gordon Jackson) 
on 10 August; and an Apollo 13 
session featuring A Life At 
Stake: Houston... We’ve Got A 
Problem (BBC tx 31/3/78 with 
Ed Bishop) with contemporary 
news footage on 3 1 August. All 
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Update Star Trek: Voyager 


Filming for Season Two of Star Trek: 
Voyager commences on July 11, but 
UPN — the station which broadcasts 
the show in America — has held back 
the final four episodes of Season One 
for broadcast in August. Further to last 
issue’s episode listing, the final script 
Deep Time has now been re-titled The 
Thirty-Sevens. The teaser for this epi- 
sode features a 1937 pick-up truck, 
and George Takei (Star Trek’s Sulu) 
guest stars. 


* 

Voyager delayed 



news 



Daily (Monday - Friday) 

01.30 


Monsters (from 20 Jun) 

Moonlighting (except Thurs from 4 Jul) 

07.40 Mighty Morphin (Mon-Wed)/VR Troopers (Thu/Fri) 

08.00/16.30 The Mighty Morphin Power Rangers 
15.00/19.30 The Adventures of Robin Hood 

1 7.00 The Adventures ot Tintin (to 30 Jun) 

22.00 Quantum Leap 

22.30 Adventures ot Tintin (except Weds to 30 Jun) 

22.30 Moonlighting (except Weds from 3 Jul) 

23.50 Doctor Who (some lime variations) 

23.50 Something is Out There (from 21 Jun to 30 Jun) 

Mondays 

00.45 Moonlighting (to 3 Jul) 

14.00/20.00 The Avengers (to 26 Jun) 

14.00/20.00 The Saint (from 3 Jul) 

Buck Rogers in the 25th Century 
Man in a Suitcase 
The Outer Limits 
The New Avengers 


18.00 
18.30 
21.00 
21.00 
Tuesdays 
14.00/20.00 The Pei 
16.20 
18.00 


jaders 


Earth (to 20 Jun) 

Get Smart 
Department S 
The X-Files (Season 2) 
Twin Peaks 


20.00 

21.00 

Wednesdays 

07.00 The Incredible Hulk (animation) 

07.30/1 5.55 Superhuman Samurai Syber Squad 
14.00/2000 The Avengers (to 28 Jun) 

14.00/20.00 The Saint (from 5 Jul) 

17.10 The Return of the Psammead (from 28 Jun) 

19.00 The Invisible Man 

20.00 RoboCop 

21.00 Sapphire and Steel 

21.30 The Twilight Zone 

23.00 Tales of the Unexpected (from 5 Jul) 
Thursdays 

02.00 Moonlighting (to 29 Jun) 

14.00/20.00 The Persuaders 

17.10 Escape from Jupiter 

Quantum Leap 
Get Smart 


18.00 

18.30 
20.00 
20.20 

20.30 
21.00 
Fridays 
00.15 

.00/20.00 


Highlander 
Hitch-Hiker's Guide tc 
The Crystal Maze 


4.00/20.00 The Saint (from 7 Jul) 
6.10 X Men 

6.35 Round the Twist 

8.00 The Munsters 

The Champions 
The Wild Wild West 
Man in a Suitcase 
Something Strange 


le Galaxy (to 13 Jul) 


i. Retrospective on 30) 


18.25 

18.30 

21.00 

22.40 

Saturdays 

00.10 

07.00 

07.00 

07.50 


17.30 
17.55 

18.30 

19.00 

20.00 
20.00 
21.15 
21.00 
22.00 
22.00 

23.30 
Sundays 
07.00 


Star Cops (to 15 Jul) 

Thunderbirds (from 22 Jul) 

Superboy (to 1 Jul. then 10.30 also Sundays) 
VR Troopers 

Highlander (to 1 Jul. then 7.50 also Sundays) 
Spectacular Splderman (also Sundays) 
Phantom 2040 (to 1 Jul also Sundays) 

VR Troopers (to 1 Jul. then 9.00 also Sundays) 
Halfway Around the Galaxy and Turn Left 
Wonder Woman (from 29 Jul) 

The Wild Wild West 
The Time Tunnel 
Adventures of Brisco County Jr 
VR Troopers 

seaQuest DSV (some regional variations) 

The New Adventures of Superman 

Space Precinct 

The X-Files (Season 1 ) 

UFO 

Moonlighting (to 1 Jul) 

Department S 
Twin Peaks 
Tales from the Crypt 
Sapphire and Steel 


Moonbase 3 (to 16 Jul) 

Star Cops (from 23 Jul) 

The Secret Garden (from 23 Jul) 

Back to the Future 
Doctor Who (Omnibus - some earlier) 

Ocean Odyssey (to 25 Jun) 

Halfway Around the Galaxy and Turn Left 
Thunderbirds 
Iron Man (to 2 Jul) 

The Fantastic Four (to 2 Jul) 

The New Avengers 
Get Smart (to 23 Jun) 

15.00/21.00 Deep Space Nine 

15.30 The Protectors 

16.00 Young Indiana Jones Chronicles (from 9 Jul) 

17.30 The Adventures of Tintin (to 2 Jul) 

21.00 Moonlighting (to 2 Jul) 

22.40 Tales of the Unexpected (9 Jul only) 


15.00 


Sky One 
Family 
GMTV 
Sky One 
Bravo 
Family 
Sky One 
Family 

UKGold 
Sky One 


Sky One 

Sky One 
Sky One 
Bravo 
Bravo 
BBC1 
Bravo 
Sky One 


Sky One 
UK Gold 


BBC1 

BBC1 


Sky One 
Sky One 
Sky One 
Sky One 


BBC1 
Sky One 
Sky One 
Bravo 

Sky One 

UK Gold 
UK Gold 


Sky One 
Bravo 
Sky One 
Family 
Family 


Updates 



Sliders: Fox is coming in for some criticism tram fans for cancelling 
the show, one of the best new Fantasy offerings in recent years in 
which a team of scientists jump between alternative realities. Although 
ratings plummeted from 9.5 to a low of 5.6, the 6.5 average is actu- 
ally pretty healthy. US airdates for the episodes so far are: Pilot (22 
Mar), Fever (29 Mar), Last Days (5 Apr), Prince of Wails (12 Apr), 
The Summer of Love (1 9 Apr), Eggheads (26 Apr), The Weaker Sex 
(3 May), The King is Back (1 0 May), The Luck of the Draw (1 7 May) 

VR5: Fewer tears were shed over the pass- 

ing of VR5, the overly confusing virtual re- 
ality saga. Episodes and US airdates so 
far have been: Pilot (10 Mar), Dr Strange- 
child (17 Mar), Love and Death (24 Mar), 

5D (31 Mar), Escape (7 Apr), Facing the 
Fire (14 Apr), Simon’s Choice (21 Apr), 

Control Freak (28 Apr), The Many Faces 
of Alex (5 May), Reunion (12 May), Sis- 
ters (TBC), Send Me an Angel (TBC), Par- 
allel Lives (TBC) 

Tekwar: Also playing the cancellation 
game, TekWar is not being renewed after its first season, and William 
Shatner is approaching various television companies to see if he 
can find another backer. One popular rumour is that Paramount said 
yes — but only if Shatner does another Star Trek film, which he 
doesn’t want to do. 

Space Precinct: Hanging on in there, Gerry’s Anderson’s latest ef- 
fort has reached the half-way point on Sky, to very mixed reviews. 
Still no news on a second season, but the full episode run (to be 
seen on the BBC in the autumn) is: Pro- 
tect and Survive. Enforcer, Body and Soul, 
Double Duty, The Snake, Time to Kill, 
Deadline, Seek and Destroy, The Power, 
Illegal, Divided We Stand, Two Against the 
Rock, Takeover, Predator and Prey, The 
Witness, Hate Street, Friends, Smelter 
Skelter, Flash, The Fire Within Part One, 
The Fire Within Part Two, Forever Bee- 
tle, Graveyard Part One, Graveyard Part 
Two. 



three sessions are at the NFT2 at 
8.30 pm and can be booked on 
0171 928 3232. 

Gulliver’s Travelled 

Further to TV Zone #63, filming 
on the mini-series Gulliver’s 
Travels took place in Portugal 
during April before the produc- 
tion team moved to Shepperton 
Studios in May. A star-studded 
cast has been assembled 
including Ted Danson, Mary 
Steenburgen, Omar Sharif, 

James Fox, Edward Fox, Robert 
Hardy, Nicholas Lyndhurst, 
Edward Woodward, Peter 
O’Toole and Kristin Scott 
Thomas. It is directed by Charles 
Sturridge (Brideshead Revis- 
ited) and produced by Duncan 
Kenworthy (Four Weddings 
and a Funeral) with a screen- 
play by Simon Moor. 

Tomorrow In Oct? 

Video Gems has confirmed that 
Thames Television is seeking 


clearances for releasing the 
original series of The Tomorrow 
People. If no problems are 
encountered the first story could 
be issued as early as October. 
Blakes’ 7 is currently being 
considered as a potential BBC 
release on Video CD. 

Horror Focus 

A six-part comedy drama for 
BBC2 The Ghostbusters of 
East Finchley is being written 



Tomorrow gets nearer 
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Gary Cady 

Eats Maggots! 

The two Rani stories make up the Doctor Who video releases this 
month, with Kate O'Mara playing the renegade Time Lord who comes 
into conflict with the Doctor. In the first story, The Mark of the Rani, 
the TARDIS lands at the time of the Luddite uprisings with the Mas- 
ter trying to stop the industrial revolution. 

Playing one of the people from the period, Luke Ward, was Gary 
Cady, who spent about a week filming -on location. “We were at 
ironbridge in the North West. Ironbridge has got this heritage mu- 
seum where it recreates a village of the period. I think a lot of film 
crews use it. We went up there when I was doing Brass as well. We 
stayed at a jolly hotel up there, it was very nice.” 

Gary's biggest memories of his role in Doctor Who are being turned 
into a tree and eating live maggots. The former, he remembers, was 
a cruel trick of the Rani's. "It was a special effect,” Gary explains. “I 
think we were in the middle of a wood. They dug a great big hole and 
they put in a huge pipe that would make an explosion, then they 
filled it full of bits of bark and debris and blew it straight up into the 
air. I had to sit at a mark in front of it, so the minute the explosion 
went off all this bark and debris was thrown in front of me. Then they 
mixed it into a special effect as it came down and I turned into a 
tree.” 

When it came to eating live maggots, Gary was lucky enough to 
avoid the stomach-churning task, and leave it to the trickery of TV. “I 
think it was the Master, he fed me live maggots. There was a close 
up of live maggots and then I put a dolly mixture or something like 
that in my mouth. I've forgotten what that did to me, put me into a 
trance or something." 

Although Gary's character, Luke Ward, was often at the beck and 
call of the villains, he was basically on the Doctor's side. “He was 
Louis Stephenson's assistant because we’d gone back in history. I 
spent a lot of time saying [in a Scottish accent], 'Hey Mr Stephenson’ 
when we were building the Rocket, the first steam train.” 

Gary is looking forward to seeing The Mark of the Rani on video 
because he didn’t get to see it when it was originally broadcast in 
1985, despite it being his favourite programme when he was a child. 
"I think I recorded it, but the video was stolen with it in, so I never 
saw it," he says. 

Jane Killick 


Scheider Jumps Ship? 


Further to last issue's report of major 
changes ahoy for seaQuest in a third 
season, which is likely to last on thir- 
teen episodes, rumours abound of ma- 
jor behind the scenes changes. 

Unsubstantiated reports indicate that 
Roy Scheider is uneasy about return- 
ing for another year unless he is al- 
lowed more creative control. As a re- 
sult, Bridger will be promoted to Admi- 
ral and will appear in only five epi- 
sodes, making way for a new Captain. 

Clancy Brown (Earth 2) and 
Jonathan Frakes (ST:TNG) are two 
names being banded around to play a 
replacement captain. 

Further to the season two episode listing in TV Zone #64, remain- 
ing episodes, with US airdates are: Dream Weaver ( 19 Feb), Alone 
(26 Feb), Watergate (5 Mar), Something in the Air (19 Mar), Dagger 
Redux (2 Apr), Dead End (16 Mar), The Siamese Dream (30 Apr), 
Splashdown (season finale - 21 May) 


series with the working title 
Fear Itself is being developed 
by Renny Harlin, Shane Black 
and Michael de Luca. 

Gus Lamont, head of drama 
development of Muriel Gray’s 
Ideal World Productions is 
working on adapting Gray's 
horror novels into for television. 
Her second novel Fridgewater is 
in active development with 
Working Title Television. 

Andrew Davies, whose 
adaptation of Michael Dobbs’s 
finale to the House of Cards 
trilogy. The Final Cut, is in 
production is collaborating with 
Bernadette Davis on Wilderness 
for Carlton TV based on the 
Dennis Danvers novel about a 
woman who turns into a wolf 
once a month. 

Obituary 

Elizabeth Montgomery, best 
known as Samantha in Be- 
witched. died from colonic 
cancer on 19 May aged 62; John 
Paul, who played Dr Spencer 
Quist in Doomwateh, died in 
February. 


by Tony Grounds, screenwritten 
6y Heather Peace and directed 
by Jim Gillespie (Cardiac 
Arrest). It will be produced by 
Andree Molyneux, who also 
produced Ghosts. 

A three episode pilot for an 
anthology series Weird Tales is 
being written by Peter Atkins 
and Mark Patrick Carducci for 
HBO, which will be executive 
produced and directed by Francis 
Ford Coppola, Tim Burton and 
Oliver Stone. Another anthology 


Riddle 
Me This! 

It’s the Bat-reunion of the 
decade... in Lois and Clark, 
The New Adventures of Super- 
man, no less! The episode 
Whine, Whine, Whine (re- 
cently broadcast in America, 
and due on BBC1 soon) guest 
stars Frank (Riddler) Gorshin, 
while Adam (Bruce Wayne/ 
Batman) West has a cameo as 
Jerry, a daytime talk show 
| i host. Holy Oprah Winfreys, 
Batman! 




The Robots o| 
brought ! 
mechanical- 
menace.., ^ 


“It was daunting," he admits, “but I had 
enough sense to realize that I had to really 
work very hard and learn very quickly all 
that was going on and also learn the 
strengths of the creative people that were 
there at the BBC. The directors, both in- 
side the BBC and freelance, the visual ef- 
fects people, the costume people, make- 
up. I had to discover how they did it and 
who were the good ones... It was really 
jumping in at the deep end, but I find that 
very invigorating and I loved the challenge.” 

Joining a programme like Doctor Who 
could very easily have been a baptism of 
fire for the young producer. It has all the 
usual demands of a drama series with the 
added complications that it ran for 26 
weeks a year and was full of technical dif- 
ficulties. It was 1974 and the show was 
about to go through its third change of lead 
actor, from Jon Pertwee to Tom Baker. 
Luckily, Philip’s predecessor was ac- 
claimed Who producer Barry Letts whom 
he was able to shadow before being 
handed the reins. 

“I was very fortunate to take over from 
Barry Letts who was technically very inno- 


Philip Hichcliffe during 
his time as producer 


Davros unwittingly 
released the Daleks 
onto the Universe in 
Genesis of the Daleks 
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F OR a LONG TIME Philip Hinch- 
cliffe would not talk about 
Doctor Who. It was his first ever 
producing job and once it was 
over he wanted to move onto other things. 
But with an intervening gap of seventeen 
years and successes like the Hugh Grant 
film An Awfully Big Adventure and tv's The 
Charmer behind him, he’s willing to remem- 
ber one of the series’ most popular periods. 

Philip wormed his way into the televi- 
sion industry by starting atATV, where he 
did some script editing and writing of chil- 
dren’s programmes. But he really wanted 
to be a producer and when his agent dis- 
covered there was an opening for some- 
one to take over Doctor Who, he was 
happy to move across to the BBC. 


Who Challenge 


A mysterious atmosphere 
pervaded The Ark in Space 



vative. He immediately made use of all the 
techniques which were available and had 
already begun to use them on the pro- 
gramme. I remember trailing him when he 
was doing Planet of the Spiders and cre- 
ating these large spiders. Then came Ro- 
bot, and what they discovered was this new 
matting technique [using a blue screen] 
would work best if you matted outside shots 
over outside shots, rather than studio shots 
over outside shots. It was a much more 
convincing optical illusion." 

Genuine Science Fictinn 

Philip had always been interested in Sci- 
ence Fiction. He readAldous Huxley’s Brave 
New World was he was ten and remem- 
bers being glued to the radio adventures of 
Jet Morgan in Journey into Space. It was 
a genre he re-acquainted himself with by 
reading lots of books before getting down 
to producing Doctor Who. 

“I wanted to take the programme into 
the genuine territory of Science Fiction, 
which it didn't seem to have explored in a 
long time,” he says. “But I wanted to do it 
in as modern a way as possible and in as 
convincing a way as possible, which 
meant that the levels of design, the crea- 
tivity, the originality and just the sheer look 
and illusion you could create had to be 
really good. Also I felt that the stories and 
the characterization needed to be a little 
more adult. The second ambition I had 
was I thought ‘well this is a very success- 
ful programme, but every child in the UK 
that is interested in this programme is al- 
ready watching so the only way I’m ever 
going to maximize or expand the audience 
is to make it appeal more to the adults’. 
So I wanted to raise the level of plausibil- 
ity. This came out as raising the stand- 
ards of the scripts, making the cliff hang- 
ers and the serial element and the sus- 
pense element more taut, more compel- 
ling. If you look at the years that I pro- 
duced it, there is a real effort made to 
leave genuine cliff-hangers with people in 
real jeopardy. Like ‘how's he going to get 
out of that one?' and a lot of thought and 
effort went into that.” 

Robert Holmes 

Philip was also very fortunate to have 
Robert Holmes as his script editor, a man 
who had a long association with Doctor 
Who. “It was terrific that I had someone 
with real experience, but the greatest thing 
of all was that Bob was an incredibly tal- 



4R The Robots of Death * 

(working lilies: The Storm-Mine Murderers I Planet ol the Robots) 
4 episodes: 29 January to 19 February 1977 
Murder and mystery with deaths on a sand miner, and 
Then There Were None. . . ? 


4B The Sontaran Experiment * 

(working title: The Destructors) 

2 episodes: 22 February to 1 March 1975 

The Sontarans are testing humans on Earth before invading 


40 Revenge of the Cybermen * 

(working title: Return ol the Cybermen) 

4 episodes: 19 April 10 May 1975 

The Cybermen intend to destroy Voga, instrumental in 

their last defeat 


4F Terror of the Zygons * 

(working titles: The Secret ol Loch Ness I The Secret ol the Loch) 

4 episodes: 30 August to 20 September 1975 

With their planet destroyed, the Zygons hiding on Earth 

decide to take over 


4H Planet of Evil * 

4 episodes: 27 September to 18 October 1975 
Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde meets Forbidden Planet when a 
creature from an anti-matter universe wants samples of 
that dimension returned 


4G Pyramids of Mars * 

4 episodes: 25 October to 15 November 1975 

The Mummy and Egyptian mythology come alive when the 

evil of the Osiran Sutekh is awakened 


4L The Seeds of Doom * 

6 episodes: 31 January to 6 March 1976 

Triffid-llke terror when seed pods of the Krynoid lead to a 

vegetable revolution 


4P The Deadly Assassin * 

(working title: The Dangerous Assassin ) 

4 episodes: 30 October 20 November 1976 

The Doctor is drawn to his home planet to battle the Master 


4Q The Face of Evil 

(working title: The Day God Went Mad) 

4 episodes: 1 January to 22 January 1977 
An unseen previous adventure of the Doctor has 
unforseen consequences 


4C The Ark in Space * 

4 episodes: 25 January to 15 February 1975 

Noah and the Ark as the Wirrn plan to use the bodies of 

humans in suspended animation as hosts for their offspring 


4E Genesis of the Daleks * 

(working title: Daleks - Genesis ol Terror) 

6 episodes: 8 March to 12 April 1975 

Nazi-like aliens greet the Doctor when he is sent by the 

Time Lords to avert the creation of the Daleks 


4K The Brain of Morbius * 

4 episodes: 3 January to 24 January 1976 
Amid the She-like elixir keepers of the Sisterhood of 
Khan, Solon tries to outdo Frankenstein as he tries to 
create a body for the brain of the Time Lord Morbius 


4M The Masque of Mandragora * 

(working titles: Catacombs ol Death / The Curse ol Mandragora) 
4 episodes: 4 September to 25 September 1976 
Energy from the Mandragora Helix hitches a ride to 
Renaissance Italy, to invade Earth 


4J The Android Invasion * 


The Hand of Fear 


4S The Talons of Weng-Chiang * 

(working title: The Talons ol Greet) 

6 episodes: 26 February to 2 April 1977 
Sherlock Holmes and the much-mentioned Giant Rat of 
Sumatra meet Fu Manchu and Eliza Doolittle as a villain 
from the future tries to regain his time capsule 

NB: The story titles are proceeded by the BBC's own 
production codes, which also reflect the recording order 
Stories marked are available on BBC Video - The Hand ol Fear 
and Face of Evil ate featured on BBC Video's The Tom Baker Years 
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ented writer. First of all he filled me in with 
what they had done, he said, ‘Oh we've 
done this, we’ve done that, we've done 
the other and we’ve done those to death!' 
He sort of gave me a critique of where he 
thought the programme was at. I think we 
were a good team, we really sparked each 
other off. I was able very quickly to insist 
upon a very high standard of scripting. I 
said to Bob ‘this is not good enough, we’ve 
got to re-write this’. We would let the writ- 
ers have a go at re-writing it, but often that 
wouldn't really work, they wouldn’t come 
up to scratch. But I knew that Bob could 
re-write and he would enhance the scripts 
enormously. So he was a huge asset.” 

Between them they devised a new di- 
rection for Doctor Who, taking it away 
from the Earth-based stories that had 
dominated a great deal of the Jon Pertwee 
era. "If you tell every story on Earth, you 
end up with a variation of an invasion of 
Earth story. This was a lesson that Bob 


Face of Evil introduced 
Leela, a kind of Eliza 
Doolittle character 


i dragora ' 


Behind the scenes during 
, Terror of the Zygons 


The Robots of D 
Battling a non- 
living opponent 
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Planet of Evil 

The Id monster strikes again... 
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Holmes taught me in five minutes,” says 
Philip who soon managed to put his own 
mark on the programme, and bid a four- 
teen-year farewell to UNIT in The Android 
Invasion. “Bob said, Tm fed up with this 
UNIT, all these bloody silly soldiers run- 
ning around' and I went along with him.” 

Rebellion 

The biggest change was obviously the 
introduction of the new Doctor. Out went 
the flamboyant Jon Pertwee and in came 
the bohemian Tom Baker. “I genned up on 
the history of the programme before I took 
over,” Philip recalls, “and the phrase that 
stuck in my mind was — I think it was Syd- 
ney Newman’s phrase who was the head 
of drama who gave Verity Lambert the first 
Doctor Who — he used this phrase that 
‘Doctor Who is a cosmic hobo’. That rang 
a bell with me and I thought, ‘yeah he’s a 
Gypsy of the universes, he’s a bohemian, 
he’s a rebel, he doesn’t quite belong'. And 
there had always been that rebellious 
streak in him, right from the early William 
Hartnell. And I thought this is something 
that seems to fit with Tom. I felt Jon Pertwee 
and his car and the way he dressed, he 
was a kind of 1960s Kings Road Regency 
buck crossed with a bit of James Bond 
gadgetry, and that was very Sixties, very 
much a feel it was almost The Avengers, 
the self-regarding debonair hero. And I felt 



mn 


we’d now passed beyond that and there 
was a new generation. 

“I was getting letters from university stu- 
dents who were watching it for the first 
time. I mean when I was at school when it 
first started nobody at university watched 
television, let alone watched Doctor Who, 
it was for children. There was this new 
generation of people who had grown up 
and gone to university and were still 
watching it and there was a sense in the 
late Sixties and early Seventies of rebel- 
lion and youth finding its identity in a dif- 
ferent way and all the rest of it. And I felt 
that Tom fitted that. There was something 
about Tom that made the Doctor a bit more 
vulnerable. You can't just fix something 
with a sonic screwdriver, it was a more 
dangerous place. But nonetheless he 
stood for the values of a rational man, but 
he was human. The paradox is everybody 
says, ‘Oh the Doctor’s not human’ but 
actually Tom Baker’s portrayal of the Doc- 
tor made him human and accessible, at 
the same time as giving him all the tradi- 
tional qualities.” 

Leela 

This new Doctor stayed with faithful 
companion Sarah Jane Smith (Elisabeth 
Sladen) for most of Philip’s tenure on the 
show, but after two and a half seasons it 
was time for a change. Louise Jameson 
became the Doctor's new companion 
Leela, the violent savage with a skimpy 
costume. ‘There were a number of ideas 
around and one was it might be time to 
change and have a different companion 
and get away from the Perils of Pauline 
formula a little bit. I've been quoted many 
times on this, but I thought it would be a 
good idea to give the little girls who 






interview 



watched the programme a more interest- 
ing female protagonist to identify with," 
says Philip. 

“Also Bob and I used to work out in 
rough form what each season would be ... • ■ 

He wanted to do a Victorian story and I * 

wanted to do an idea of the Doctor hav- HHK 0$ '* 

ing been in a civilization before and hav- 
mg made his mark and come back again 
and not realizing it. which turned out to 

be The Face of Evil. We thought we'd do h 

this Liza Doolittle story where the Doctor ^ U 

would meet this girl who was uncivilized. Ufc. ^1 

Then we thought, ‘Well hang on, this Y 

would work better if she came from an- ' jl 

other planet because she could be bar- . N 

baric and uncivilized’. In fact it would even Philip Hinchcliffe today I 

heighten the Doctor into having to civilize sexy companion and give her a skimpy 
her and she could get him into all sorts of outfit’, it sort of evolved from the story.” 
trouble and behave in really inappropri- The result was an incredibly popular 
ate ways and he’d have to keep stopping character, which was no mean feat after 
her from slitting everyone’s throats. So three successful years of pairing the Doc- 
that’s how the character emerged in pro- tor with Sarah Jane. “We gave the Doctor 
duction in conjunction with Chris Boucher something bigger to handle,” says Philip, 
who was then writing Face of Evil. I don’t “He had more of a problem on his plate. I 
think I sat down and thought ‘lets get a think it invigorated him as a character, and 
for that reason it was a strategic move." 

Philip remembers the BBC being very 
pleased and supportive of Doctor Who 
in the mid-Seventies. It attracted the 
viewers and kept them watching BBC1 ’s 
successful Saturday line-up. His ideas 
of aiming it at an older audience and 
moving the stories into more Science 
Fiction-oriented directions worked — 
although it stayed true to the traditions 


The Talons of Weng-Chiang 
Leela meets the deadly Mr Sin 


of Doctor Who and its remit as a family 
show. 

“If I’d let Bob Holmes have his own way 
he would have scared the children to death!” 
says Philip. ‘They would have been put into 
child psychiatric hospitals! But I think both 
of us thought there was room for a little more 
thrilling, a little more frightening element 
without it ever really having any real harm 
on people and that was a good thing. We 
did push to the barriers, but even though 
we made it more adult it is still only an en- 
tertainment vehicle for half an hour on a Sat- 
urday night. The point is that you rely upon 
parents to make appropriate choices for kids 
of four and five. But we made the pro- 
gramme for the intelligent 12- or 13-year- 
old, which probably takes into account 50% 
of the adult audience anyway.” 

After three years, the BBC moved Philip 
on. He tackled the action series Target, 
then produced the award-winning Private 
Schultz, and several Screen Two plays. 
He is currently enjoying the success of the 
film An Awfully Big Adventure. 

Jane Killick 




ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Lightspeed 1995 confirmed guests 
subject to work commitments: Robert 
O'Reilly (Gowron from TNG/DS9), 
Dennis Ashton (Space Expert). Details: 
SAE to Lightspeed Conventions, 16 
Bramwell Street, Rotherham S65 1 RZ. 


PEN PALS 


American Pen Pals! Many Americans 
are specifically asking for British pen pals, 
and many visit the UK. Hundreds oi list- 
ings for genuine friendship and/or ro- 
mance. Free details: Transatlantic Pen 
Friends, Box 2176-TB, San Pedro. Cali- 
fornia 90731, USA. 

Canadian fan of Brian Clemens' Thriller 
wishes to hear from other fans worldwide. 
Write to Michel Segleski, Case Postale 
236, Annonciation, Quebec, JOT-ITO, 
Canada. 

Star Trek/Doctor Who fan interested in 


communicating electronically with others 
on the net. Email: liam.otoole@mcl.co.uk 
or lotoole @ delphi.com 

Male 24 into TNG, DS9, XFiles & sci fi 
movies seeks female 20-26 with similar 
tastes. Shropshire Hereford area. Tony 
Button, 7 Newington Way, Craven Arms, 
Shropshire SY7 9PS. 

Janet Ellis, Lucy Benjamin, Philippa 
Forrestor. Nicola Bryant, Sarah Greene, 
Anneka Rice. Fans of the above please 
write to: Nicholas Hall, 12 Alderney Av- 
enue, Poole, Dorset BH12 4LG. 

Male 21 seeks female fans of Quantum 
Leap, X Files, Simpsons and Star Wars. 
Write to David Hill, 40 Church End, 
Harlow, Essex, CM19 5PG. 


WANTED 


Anything on Robert De Niro. Absolutely 
anything at all wanted please, please, 
please. Contact Janet, 40 Heathfield 
Gardens, Retford, Notts., DN22 7LG. 



IDIC Star Trek Club UK: £8.00 for six 
80-100 page newsletters covering all Star 
Trek, SASE to Janet Quarton, 15 Letter 
Daill, Cairnbaan, Lochgilphead, Argyll 
PA31 8SX, Scotland. 

STARS (Savers of TV and Radio 
Shows). Free access to large private 
collections vintage tv/radio shows. Quar- 
terly newsletter (programme guides etc). 
£5 membership. Malcolm Chapman, 96 
Meadvale Road, London W5 1NR. 

Babylon 5 UK Fan Club, PO Box 1147, 
London W3 7ZT. Send SAE for member- 
ship details. This is the original B5 fan 
club and publisher of ‘The 5 Times' news- 
letter. 

BSFR International Star Trek Club. UK 

£10, Europe £15, Overseas £20. Bi- 
monthly magazines: news, reviews, in- 
terviews, photos and much more! Large 
SAE to BSFR, Alan Roberts, 1 Lullington 
Road, Knowle, Bristol BS4 2LH. 


Ten Forward covering The Next Genera- 
tion and beyond. Three A4 newsletters. 
Single £4.00 (family £5.50). Details send 
SAE to TF(VI), 3 Harwicke Road, 
Eastwood, Rotherham S65 1 RE, England. 

The Doctor’s Exchange Siddig El Fadil, 
DS9's Doctor Bashir's official club. 
Monthly newsletters, signed photo and 
much more! SAE for details: 3 Whites 
Close, Greenhithe, Kent, DA9 9JL. 

Terry Pratchett fanclub. regular news- 
letters, latest news and views - £6.00 
cheque to Guild of Fans and Disciples, 
56Ampleforth Drive. Lostock Hall, Pres- 
ton, Lancs., PR5 5TE, 

Fanderson, Official Gerry Anderson Ap- 
preciation Society. Supermarionation, 
UFO, Space:1999, Space Precinct and 
more!!! Bi-monthly magazine, exclusive 
merchandise etc. Send SAE to: 
FANDERSON, PO Box 93, Wakefield, 
West Yorkshire WF1 1JX. 

Klingon Strike Force American/British 
penpal club. Local contacts and meet- 
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classifieds 


r n CLASSIFIED 

For your classified advert simply fill in the form below (or a copy) 

& post it with payment to: 

TV Zone Classified ads. 9 Blades Court. Deodar Road, LONDON, SW15 2NU. UK. 
Please tick the appropriate section that you wish to place your advertisement in: : 

. PEN PALS (for contacting fellow fans) -- £3.50 (S6.00) for up to 28 words [^] 

□ 
□ 

□ 

: BOXED AD RATE (single column, 4.4cm wide) -- £9.99 (S15) per cm (minimum of 3cm) : 


SPECIAL OFFER: Reach e’ ........ 

Imagination publications. For the same ad to appear in Starburst or Shivers it will 
cost you only half as much again. To place your ad (of 28 words) in Film Review. 
add only £15 (S30), a saving of over £6.50 ($13) on the magazine's usual rates. 
Please tick the appropriate box(es). 


□ I 


(Add 50%) 


□Rivers DIB ia ^ 5 

— (Add'50%r 


/$30) 


Payment can be made by Cheque (USA Check), Money Order. Postal Order or by 
Credit Card (Access, Visa, Mastercard). Payments should be made payable to: Visual 
Imagination Limited. Payments in either UK pounds (£) or USA dollars (S) are 
acceptable. To pay by Credit card fill in the card number and expiry date below or 
enclose the details with your advert. 


: Section required: . 


Payment due: 


: Please charge my Visa / Access / Mastercard the amount shown Expiry Date:. . 


Signature: 

Address: 


Postcode / Zipcode: 


Bate* efecr™* 31/S/W 


ings. Full membership package, rank and 
assignment. Quarterly newsletter. Many 
other activities. SAE to PO Box 16, 
Consett, Co Durham DH8 8RE. 

ST Voyager and previous ST series/films 
covered in monthly magazines: news, 
review, interviews, competitions and 
more. £9.75 per annum. Details SAE: 
TUC, 91 Highridge Crescent. New Milton, 
Hants., BH25 5BU, England 

Clubs for Lois & Clark and Babylon 5! 
For more information send SAE (stating 
which club you're interested in) to: Club 
info, c/oAAIi, 14 Champion Grove, Lon- 
don SE5 8BW. 


CONVENTIONS 


Lightspeed ‘95 ST-TNG: DS9: ST-Voy- 
ager Convention 1st-3rd September, 
Hilton Hotel, Leeds. Competitions, vid- 
eos, dealers, confirmed guests. Send 
SAE to: 16 Bramwell Street, Eastwood, 
Rotherham S65 1 RZ. 

Cult TV 1995 - convention/holiday week- 
end. 27-30 October, Haven Centre, 
Caister, Norfolk, featuring Trek, Who, 
Dwarf, X-Files, Quantum. Blake, 
Babylon, ITC, Avengers. Registration £39 
until 31/7/95. SSAE: PO Box 1701, Pe- 
terborough PEI 1 EX. 

Cult TV 1995 - Newsflash! Confirmed 
guests (subject to commitments: Chris 
Carter (creator, X-Files), Brian 
Clemens (creator, Avengers, Profes- 
sionals), Kenneth Cope (Marty, 
Randall & Hopkirk). More announce- 
ments soon! 

Warp Two StarTrek Convention, 2nd to 
6th May 1996, Cardiff International Arena. 
Confirmed guests to date are Walter 
Koenig, Mark Lenard, Richard Arnold. 
SASE to Warp Two, 69 Merlin Crescent, 
Edgware, Middlesex. 

Red Dwarf Offical Fan Club Conven- 
tion (Dimension Jump 95), 14-16 July, 
Stratford-u-Avon. Guests, videos, games. 
Details SAE: Garden Cottage, Hall Farm, 
Scotton, Norwich NR10 5DF. 

Assimilation, StarTrek Convention, 18- 
19 November 1995, Milton Keynes. 
Guest: George Marshall. Prosthetic 
Workshop, competitions, auction, videos 
& more! SAE to 77 Holyrood Avenue, 
South Harrow, Middx.. HA2 8UD. 

NEXUS 95 Star Trek & SF Convention. 
Guest of Honour: John de Lancie. Holi- 
day Inn, Bristol, 11th-1 4th August. Large 
SAE to: 26 Milner Road, Horfield, Bristol 
BS79PQ. 

Doctor Who-The Tour 95. A series of 
one day conventions: 16th July Leeds/ 
30th July London/ 5th August Chester/ 
20th August Exeter. Full details send 
SAE: Tour95, PO Box 85, Amersham, 
Bucks., HP7 9QZ. 

Timescreen Treasure Hunt, 30th June 
- 2nd July 1995, St Albans. Unique event. 
Visit locations from 1960s TV action se- 
ries, Avengers, Randall 8 Hopkirk, Cham- 
pions, other ITC. SAE to 135 Ilkeston 
Road, Bramcote, Nottingham. 

lrecon5 Ireland/International Star Trek 
Conference 16-17/9/95; UCG, Galway, 
Ireland. Charity: Children of Chernobyl 


with Peter David, Robert O'Reilly 
(Gowron), Shelley Jarvis. Reduced rates 
end 31st July. SAE/IRC: 4 Lisin, 
Tullyglass, Shannon, Co Clare, Eire; Tel/ 
fax: I NT-353-61 -472812; E-mail: 
wise@iol.ie (Subject: DMW:...) 

Neutral Zone 96, Sci-fi multi-media con- 
vention. Newcastle, 15-17 March 1996. 
Guests: Bjo Trimble (confirmed), others 
TBA. Send SSAE: 16 Annandale, 
Darlington, Co Durham, DL1 3QX. 


FOR SALE 


Sex Goddesses! Fantasy Females! 
Celebrity glamour poses! Photolists + 
samples: £1. Classic television, 007, 
comedy, Hammer, sci-fi, star portraits. I 
Turner, 18 Grange Drive, Cottingham 
HU16 5RE. 

Cult Sci-fi, Manga, Anime films, books 
and merchandise. Send or phone for 
free catalogue. Dept TL, Mailed Music 
and Videos, 15-16 Thomas Street, 
Chepstow NP6 5DH. Telephone 01291 
621700. 

Doctor Who Merchandise send stamp 
for comprehensive catalogue, old & new 
merchandise: WhoBooks, 3 Linfields, Lit- 
tle Chalfont, Bucks HP7 9QH. Shop: IB 
Nightingale Court, Little Chalfont, (01956) 
344665 for details. 

Dr Who/Tomorrow People items includ- 
ing original props, autographed items, 
videos, rarities, records etc. Sell/swap 
videos, props. SAE for list. Darren, 29 
Ludlow Grove, Blackpool, Lancs., FY2 
OPZ. 

Quality photos. Five illustrated cata- 
logues. TV: Avengers, Baywatch, Who, 
QLeap, Superman, X-Files etc. Film: 
FGump, 4Weddings, Interview/Vampire, 
L/Fall, Mask, NBKillers, PApes, PFiction, 
Speed, 2Die4, TRomance etc. Also Mu- 
sic, Models, and Glamour (over 1 8s only). 
Each catalogue is £2 (redeemable). R_ 
Leech, Dept Vis, 5 Sylmoor Gardens, 
Bournemouth BH9 3EN. 


SERVICES 


Autographs! Autographs! 
Autographs! 

Thousands available! 

Movie, Television, Rock, Sport etc. 
For a free catalogue, please send an 
SAE (Overseas 2 IRCs) to: 
Derek Tait, PO Box 7, West Park, 
Plymouth PL5 2YS 
Star photo catalogue also available 


Sheffield Space Centre 33 The 
Wicker, Sheffield S3 8HS. Tel: (0742) 
758905. We stock a large selection of 
Science Fiction and Fantasy paper- 
backs, American comics, Star Trek 
material, Doctor Who material, etc. 
Open Monday, Tuesday. Thursday, Fri- 
day 10am 'til 5pm. Saturday 9.00 'til 
5prfi. Closed all day Wednesday. 
Please send SAE for list. 

Free catalogue: Listing hundreds of Star 
Trek, Next Generation, Dr Who and other 
TV and SF subjects. Books, Videos, Mod- 
els etc: send First Class stamp: John 
Fitton (Books and Magazines), 1 Orchard 
Way, Hensall, Goole, Northumberside, 
DN14 0RT. 


Movie star autographs - 1 000s of guar- 
anteed genuine autographed photos in 
stock. Send £1 stamp for illustrated cata- 
logue. 4 Pleasaunce Court, Eltham, Lon- 
don SE9 6SS. Telephone 0181 -859 4903. 


FANZINES 


Terry Pratchett fanzine Issue 4 now 
available. 1 issue £2.00, 4 issue subscrip- 
tion £7.00. Cheques to The Wizard's 
Knob Magazine, Spinneys, Post Office 
Road, Woodham Mortimer, Maldon, Es- 
sex CM9 6SX. 

The Doctor's Recorder issue one: 
Change in Doctor Who covers all eras, 
special feature on season 1 8. Send £3.00 
to Andrew Hardstaffe, 42 Rosebank 
House, 217 Belle Vue Road, Leeds LS3 
1HG. 

Americana Monthly Latest USTV news, 
UK starts, all genres, plus; No.22: com- 
plete ITC/Bravo deal. 22,23: Quantum 
Leap episode guide, 21,23: Lou Grant 
ep.g. £2.50ea. Chq/PO Jon Abbott, PO 
Box 1468, Portslade, Brighton BN 14 
1QN. 


X Files fanzine, £1.50 (plus 2nd class 
stamp) from: Darren Powis, 38 Camrose 
Walk, Cwmbran, Gwent, NP44 4NN. 

Quadrants Star Trek fanzine. Issue two 
available. Join our trek through the stars. 
Generations and Voyager reviewed. 
Klingons. CVN-65 report. Cheques for 
£1 .50: Quadrants, PO Box 1 701 , Leices- 
ter LE4 0ZU. 

The X-Philes, 6 issues a year news- 
letter devoted to The X-Files and 
Agents Fox Mulder and Dana Scully. 
Send SAE for details and sample edi- 
tion to: Mike Mullen, 19 ManorAvenue, 
Leeds LS6 1 BY. 

Stone Circle - 44 pages, A5, Worst 
Doctor Who Stories Special. Reviews, 
fiction, humour. £1.70 inc. p+p from: 
John Isles, 68 Riddings Road, 
Deighton, Huddersfield, West Yorkshire, 
HD21HS. 

The Avengers four issue set. Inter- 
views, strips, facts, artwork, quizzes, 
guides, posters etc. £3.50 each, £12 set. 
Cheques to P Key, 29 Caeru Court Road, 
Ely. Cardiff CF5 5JD. 
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interview 


A T THE ripe old age of 25, Aron 
Eisenberg has made a career of 
playing younger characters. His 
'boyish appearance allows him to 
take on roles almost ten years younger 
than his chronological age; a fact that ap- 
peals to many casting directors. Such was 
certainly the case when the producers of 
Deep Space Nine needed to cast the part 
of a young Ferengi. Hiring an actor over 
1 8 who looked much younger meant they 
did not have to worry about California’s 
child labour laws, which require school- 
age children to spend part of their day 
being tutored. 

Looking Young 

“It’s worked out very nicely for my ca- 
reer so far,” Eisenberg declares. “There 
are always pros and cons to it. Sometimes 
casting directors or producers will want a 
kid who is actually that age, because 
someone who is older and looks younger 
has life experience that you just can’t hide. 
Sometimes that works against me. 

“For the most part I’ve been very lucky. 
With the character of Nog, there’s not 
even a question about it, because I already 
look like I’m 15 or 16, and in make-up I 
look even younger.” 

Eisenberg started in the business about 
seven years ago, when he was 18. "The 
movie Colors was the first thing I ever 
did, and I was pretty much working as a 
glorified extra. In other words, I wasn't 
just background; I was kind of established 
in one of the gangs. 

‘I did that for the first year of my ca- 
reer, as well as some stand-in work, and 
then I got lucky because a producer was 
very nice to me and gave me the number 
of his agent and that’s how I got started.” 

TV Credits 

The young actor started piling up tv 
credits, including General Hospital. 
Parker Lewis Can’t Lose, Amityville: 
The Evil Escapes, and an episode of The 
Wonder Years, in which he played a bad- 
tempered Christmas elf. 

Eisenberg also appeared in an episode 
of the Horror anthology series Tales from 
the Crypt. “It was about four kids who 
were trying to make a Horror film with 
their video camera and they stumble upon 
a mortician who is in cahoots with the 
pharmacist killing off people and then 
having a funeral to raise money. We catch 
him on video tape and bust him and then 
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interview 


end up killing him accidentally. It was a 
lot of fun.” 

On the big screen, the actor admits do- 
ing a fair number of Horror films during 
those early years. “The first feature film I 
did was called The Horror Show, and 
then I did a movie called Playroom where 
I went out to Yugoslavia. I also did a 
movie called Puppet Master III. but now 
I’ve kind of moved away from them. I got 
Deep Space Nine at that point, so things 
have changed in the fact that I’ve been 
doing better shows. I haven’t auditioned 
for any Horror films since then.” 

Eisenberg’s youthful appearance stood 
him in good stead when he auditioned for 
the role of Nog, a mischievous Ferengi 
teenager. At the time, the character was 
intended as a one-off, but that didn’t make 
any difference to Eisenberg, who had 
never heard of the Ferengi in the first 
place! 

What’s A Ferengi? 

“I wasn’t a big Star Trek fan,” he con- 
cedes. “When I was younger, my dad and 
I watched the original Star Trek all the 
time so there was a real place in my heart 
for it, but now I was wondering, ‘What’s 
a Ferengi? What am I doing here?’ 

“I asked the casting director to go over 
it with me, because I didn’t have any idea, 
so we did and he gave me a couple of clips 
from shows that had the Ferengi in them. 
I went home and watched them and I felt 
that he was in my corner, helping me out, 
but he could have been doing that with 
the other actors as well. 

“Anyway, I studied the clips and went 
in saying to myself, ‘This is very crazy!’ 
because I had to act like a Ferengi in front 
of eight people I’ve never met. I had no 
make-up on at the time, so I was crouched 
down, doing this character. It was really 
wild, but that was how I auditioned.” 

First Day 

Eisenberg has no difficulty remember- 
ing his first day on the Deep Space Nine 
set after landing the part. It was during 
the filming of the two-hour pilot Emis- 
sary, and Nog had a short scene where he’s 
caught looting a deserted store. 

“I was very nervous, because I’m think- 
ing, ‘This is the biggest thing I’ve ever 
done, it’s going to be a major tv show, 
and I’ve really got to do well, because 
otherwise they won’t bring me back.’ 
With a recurring character, if they’re not 
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well-received in the beginning, they won’t 
continue on. You’ll just get written out, 
which is something the producers could 
easily do. 

“Of course with my insecurity, I thought 
I had to do my best so I was a little nerv- 
ous and shy about everything, but I 
thought, ‘Just dive in there and have some 
fun,’ so that’s what I did. That scene ac- 
tually came out really well, because I 
probably overdid it. 

“Actually, the one I did after that, A 
Man Alone, where I meet Jake, I didn’t 
really like the way I did it, because it was 
the first time I had to talk. That was much 
more difficult and it was slightly differ- 
ent from the audition. 

“The first two shows were the hardest, 
and when they didn’t bring me back for a 
while, I thought, “Oh, I blew it!’ That was 
it until January and then they had me in 
three shows so I realized everything was 
working.” 

As a young Ferengi on a station with- 
out many other children. Nog spends most 
of his time hanging around with Com- 
mander Sisko’s son Jake. Off-screen, 


Eisenberg also enjoys the company of 
Jake’s real-life alter ego, Cirroc Lofton. 
“I get along great with him,” he claims. 
“We joke around all the time on the set, 
and always keep it lively. We make each 
other laugh. I know I’m older, but I’m not 
the type who says, ‘I'm older. I’m not 
going to hang out with this 14-year-old!’ 
He’s a great guy.” 

Because he’s under age. Lofton has to 
have a private tutor on the set between 
takes. That often leaves his 25-year old 
Ferengi co-star at loose ends. “He never 
huffs and puffs about it,” says Eisenberg, 
of his friend’s additional workload. “He’s 
really low-key and I’ve never seen him 
once complain about anything. I’m sure 
it would bother me. He'll say, ‘I've got to 
do school work,’ and I'll say, ‘Ha ha, I 
don’t!’ It’s kind of cruel, but he never says 
anything. I sometimes get bummed be- 
cause he has to work, and I think, ‘Oh 
great, now I'm by myself. Who am I go- 
ing to talk to? The crew is working, so I 
have to sit there and read a book.’” 

Older Ferengi Tips 



Being a fledgling Ferengi, Eisenberg 
doesn’t mind taking a few tips from Max 
Grodenchik who play’s Nog’s father Rom, 
or Armin Shimerman; his uncle Quark. 
Both actors have logged considerable 
screen time in Ferengi make-up. 

“Armin was the biggest help, because I 
saw him before I saw Max, and then there 
were times when all three of us would talk 
together, and Armin gave me all the tit- 
bits. 

“I probably shouldn’t say this, but the 
producers never talk to you about any- 
thing, because they’re busy with other 
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things, so there was never any discussion 
of, This is what we’re looking for.’ I was 
on my own, and Armin was able to help 
me out a lot and give me a lot of pointers. 

“As a matter of fact, in Sanctuary, where 
I get into a fight with the Skrreea, Armin 
said, ‘Come here for a second. I want you 
to kind of wail when you’re in this fight.’ 
I said, ‘Are you serious?’ and everyone 
on the set was quiet, as if this was a prac- 
tical joke. 

“I said, ‘Oh my God, I’m going to do 
this and everyone is going to laugh at me, 
falling for this practical joke,’ but Armin 
said, 'Just trust me.’ I said, ‘Oh yeah, trust 
a Ferengi!’ 

“So I do the scene with wailing and eve- 
ryone starts laughing. I ask Armin, ‘Okay, 
why did you want me to do that?’ and he 
told me that he had started something with 
the Ferengi that when they feel pain, they 
start this strange wailing sound. He had 
Max do it in another show so now he was 
having me do it so it kept the continuity of 
the three Ferengi together. It was little 
things like that. Armin is just a great guy, 
and so is Max. It’s a terrific place to work.” 

No Overacting 

According to Eisenberg, there’s no such 
thing as overacting when one is playing a 
Ferengi. “It’s a huge safeguard as an ac- 
tor, because you can be big and it’s even 
better and they love it If you’re too small 
sometimes and this is something that I 
noticed watching my shows, I would have 
this idea I wanted to get across and you’re 


taught not to be too big because it looks 
like you’re acting, but then I noticed that 
when I did that, you couldn’t notice the 
expression in my eyes. You don’t see my 
eyebrows move because of the head that 
fits over my eyebrows, so I thought I have 
to be bigger, because you can’t see things 
like that that you would normally see 
without make-up. 

“Luckily for me, I tend to be over- 
rambunctious, or over-expressive in my 
own life, so it’s perfect for me. It’s easier 
to be big and have fun than to be smaller 
and internal which I sometimes have to 
do as an actor.” 

Ferengi also get lots of fan mail. Dur- 
ing his two years on the series, Eisenberg 
has received letters from small children, 
adults; even entire families. “It’s really 
nice, because there are a lot of people out 
there who send stuff and say, ‘We love 
your character, we think you’re doing a 
great job, and we hope we see more of 
you.’ I think, ‘This is great; don’t the pro- 
ducers see this? C’ mon guys, write me in ! ’ 
I write to all my fans. It takes me a while 
because sometimes I’m really busy, but I 
do write to everyone who writes to me. 
It’s really nice to know that people like 
you and your character and like your 
work. It means a lot to me. They’re the 
ones who keep me on the show. If they’re 
getting bad mail, they won’t keep me on 
the show, so they’re the ones who keep 
me working. I just wish I could start do- 
ing some conventions!” 

Looking back at his first two years on 
the series, Eisenberg is hard-put to select 


Nineteen Takes 

“There was a scene between Jake and 
myself in Progress that took nineteen 
takes, because the writers, for whatever 
in their mind, had this idea to give me a 
real tongue twister of a line. We were 
looking at all these stem bolts, trying to 
figure out what they were, and the line 
was ‘Wait, I know who can tell us what 
self-sealing stem bolts are’. It took us 19 
takes to get it right, and I thought I was 
going to lose my job right there. [Direc- 
tor] Les Landau was getting impatient, I 
was getting upset with myself, thinking I 
was never going to work again, and what 
happened was I would finally get it right 
and Jake would mess up. That was only 
once of twice; it was mostly me. Then I 
did it without acting, because I was try- 
ing to annunciate every word, and it was 
still a nightmare. I just couldn’t get them 
out. To this day, I still don’t know what 
self-sealing stem-bolts are!” 

When not in Deep Space Nine, Aron 
Eisenberg has got plenty of other projects 
to keep him busy. “I’m doing a play called 
Class of 1990, which is about AIDS, and 
it actually benefits AIDS. So I’ll be doing 
that, and when I’m not working, I wait on 
tables and teach martial arts. I really en- 
joy that a lot and that’s a big part of my 
life. Beyond that, I’m just trying to have 
fun as much as I can!” 

Joe Nazzaro 
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a favourite episode, or even a standout 
scene. ‘I wouldn’t say this is a favourite 
moment,” he finally says after some de- 
liberation, “but it always comes to mind.” 
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B5 Episode Order 

Susan Busby 

Shirley, Southampton 
I don’t know if this is a mistake by 
you or the BBC, but I noticed 
watching Babylon 5 recently that 
the episode In the Shadow of 
Z'ha’dum was screened before the 
episode Knives. However in TV 
Zone It67 the order of these 
episodes is given as Knives before 
In the Shadow of Z'ha’dum. With 
the BBC’s track record for 
showing programmes in the right 
order I am inclined to believe they 
are at fault, or would you like to 
confess now? 

Anyway, I haven't just written 
to point out this mistake. I 
would also like to say how much 
I enjoy Alien Nation, now I 
have finally discovered it. Why 
it is shown at such a late hour I 
can’t understand. It has no more 
Sex and Violence in it than most 
shows shown earlier. Is it just a 
bias against Sci-Fi shows? 

However, that said, the new 
BBC offering BUGS is pure fun. 
But more background to the 
characters would be greatly 
appreciated. 

TV Zone: It wouldn ’t surprise us 
either if it was the BBC's fault. 
However, it was actually shown 
by Channel 4! and here ’s J 
Michael Straczynski’s reason foi 
the order of episodes: 

Actually, the chronological order 
was supposed to be Knives then 
Z'ha'Dum. In Knives you get the 
reminder about Anna, then in 
Z’lia 'dum you get the payoff. That 
was originally how they were in- 
tended to be aired, but there was 
so much CGI work and rotoscope 
work and creature animation in- 
volved in Knives that it got 
flopped to second in that order. So 
while it works best the way it was 
intended, it still works okay in this 
order. 
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Who Book Criticism 

Martin Day 

Gillingham, Dorset 
Given that Deanne Holding’s 
review of my first Doctor Who 
novel The Menagerie ( TV Zone 
# 67) is the least condemnatory 
to have appeared, it might seem 
churlish for me to criticize it. 
However, when the review in 
question contains such errors 
that I begin to doubt whether the 
book was read in its entirety, I 
cannot remain silent. 

Deanne Holding states that the 
book lacks a detailed examination 
of an average citizen of the city, 
which I found surprising given 
that three of the major characters 
very much fall into this category. 
Also, the review comments that it is 
not stated who Kuabris was (this is 
stated on p243), or where the 
Dugraqs come from (this is detailed 
on pp 160-161), or why Deffabax 
was regarded as a magician (which 
is inferred on ppl6,19, etc). 

Regarding the Kuabris’ desire to 
attain a changeless ‘now’. 

Holding is wrong to dismiss this 
out of hand (one only has to think 
of the North American aboriginal 
people with no past or future tense 
in their language or the Buddhist 
concept of Nirvana). The fact that 
a number of the characters dismiss 
it as ‘nonsense’ is precisely 
because, as the descendants of the 
original colonists and scientists, 
they are still saddled with a very 
’Western’ approach to the nature 
of Time. Also, as the prelims 
make clear, all the names in The 
Menagerie are from an external 
source, in an attempt to give the 
nomenclature an internal consist- 
ency. They’re anything but 
random Scrabble letters! 

Of course, it's up the reviewer 
to decide whether this — and 


indeed the novel as a whole — 
works. Deanne Holding has 
obviously come to the conclu- 
sion that The Menagerie is a 
waste of wood pulp. That’s her 
prerogative — but it’s poor form 
to bolster opinion with false 
examples and misleading 
statements. 

Deanne replies: I'm sorry if some 
of my comments may have 
sounded misleading, but I wonder 
if th is is because I read a proof, 
not the published version (in my 
proof, for example, pi 60 is blank). 
However, on general points, by 
‘average ' citizens I meant the 
people reduced to drudgery in the 
Furnace, my reference to Scrabble 
was tongue-in-cheek (the point I 
was making was that the names 
were rather cumbersome), and the 
gremlins got to work on the 
sentence about Draft abax as it 
was originally intended to read 
‘why Drafrabax was highly 
regarded as a magician ’, which 
changes the meaning of the 
comment. I also understood the 
point about contemplative 
religions, but as no one seemed to 
believe in it anymore I didn ‘t think 
it worked as a plot device. And, by 
the way, I did read it in its entirety. 

Babylon 5 CD 

Claire Brotherton 

Edinburgh 

A question: where can I buy the 
Babylon 5 CD soundtrack that 
you’ve mentioned a few times? 
7V Zone: Not an unusual request 
in TV Zone ! s mailbag. The 
details of the CD are: The CD, 
‘Babylon 5' is by Christopher 
Franke, produced by Sonic 
Images and has the code SI 
8502-2. Sonic Images ' address 
is PO Box 691626 West Holly- 
wood, CA 90069, USA, with a 
fax no: (213) 650 1016, E-mail: 


Internet: SONlCIMAGES.COM. 
and CompuServe: 76443, 1354. 

Voyager? Oh No! 

Martin Ball 

Preston, Lancs 

I have just finished watching the 
first ten episodes of Star Trek: 
Voyager. I can honestly say that 
I haven't seen a worst example 
of ‘Science Fiction’ in a long 
time. When I first heard about 
Voyager I thought that it was 
going to be good. It isn’t. With 
the exception of the Doctor the 
characters are dull and lifeless. 
The stories are just complete rip- 
offs of previous Star Trek 
stories and the technobabble has 
reached an all-time high. 

Take for example the fact that 
the crew are supposed to be 
searching for a new power source. 
Do they conserve the power they 
have? Nope, they go running 
around the holodeck, which in 
good old Star Trek tradition 
malfunctions and the crew get 
trapped in it — something that has 
never happened before, has it? 

I know that this is a new series 
but the writing staff have been 
writing for Star Trek for a long 
time and should know better. 

But then again, as Rick Berman 
said in a recent interview, why 
should they try harder when 
people will watch anything if the 
name Star Trek is tagged onto 
it? I have been a Star Trek fan 
for a long time but have recently 
grown tired of the continuous 
pap that it has been churning 
out. Then just when I thought 
that Science Fiction (if Star 
Trek can really be called 
Science Fiction any more) was 
dead along came Babylon 5. 
Okay, so the acting and dialogue 
might slip up occasionally, but 
the overall story arc is just 
fantastic and, unlike Star Trek, 
really makes you want to watch 
the next episode. With the 
episode In the Shadow of 
Z'ha’dum Babylon 5 finally 
proved that it is producing the 
best Science Fiction seen for a 
long time on either tv or cinema 
and I am now proud to call 
myself a Babylon 5 fan. 

Perhaps if Paramount stopped 
trying to interfere in getting B5 
cancelled (such as telling its 
stations that they could only 
show Voyager if they dropped 
B5) and concentrated on 
improving its own shows then 
perhaps Star Trek would begin 
to improve. But with Voyager 
hitting all-time lows and the 
fourth season of DS9 rumoured 
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to be its last, it looks as if the 
end might finally be in sight for 
Star Trek and I am sad to say 
that I won’t miss it anymore. 
Long live Babylon 5. 

TV Zone: As far as we are 
aware, it is only a rumour that 
Paramount is trying to stop 
Babylon 5. . . There ’s news on 
Deep Space Nine's fourth season 
in the news pages... 

Meanwhile, the demon of US 
programmes on UK video tape 
rears it head again... 

B5 on Video 

Paul S Evans 

Sutton Coldfield 
Imagine my surprise and 
excitement when, perusing the 
shelves of Birmingham’s HMV, I 
saw that the first four episodes 
of Babylon 5 had been released 
on video. Imagine my horror 
when getting home and playing 
the videos I found that Warners 
had duplicated them from 
masters that run way too fast. 

On these videos Ivanova and in 
particular Garibaldi sound like 
Smurfs — nobody speaks that 
fast! The duplication has also 
ruined the CGI effects which are 
extremely jerky in places. 

Having met the show’s creator 
Joe Straczysnki at the recent 
Babcom ‘95, 1 know that he is 
extremely concerned about the 
quality of all B5 merchandise. 
Well, sorry Joe. but these videos 
are naff. Perhaps TV Zone could 
contact Warners and ask them 
why they are not using the 
correct masters — we know they 
exist because Channel 4 broad- 
cast excellent copies every week! 

DSN - Brilliant 

Philip J Knight 

Neath, West Glam 
I would like to recommend the 
brilliant DSN story Past Tense. 
Transported to Earth in the year 
2024, Bashir and Dax find a 
capitalist USA on the edge of 
collapse. This powerful episode 
deals with social issues such as 
unemployment and ‘community 
care’. It is good to see that US tv 
is still capable of making 
thought-provoking programmes 
and not just mindless trash like 
The New Adventures of 
Superman aka Lois and Clark 
aka "All smiles and no story'. 

Lois & Wooden Man! 

Liam Stammers 

Rochester, Kent 

I've just picked up my first copy 


of TV Zone for a few months, 
and quite frankly I’m annoyed. 

First of all, why does every- 
body keep harping on about how 
wonderful The New Adventures 
of Superman is? This Saturday 
evening ‘cult’ is nothing but a 
pile of transatlantic drivel ! Dean 
Cain is so wooden he ought to 
audition for a big screen 
adaptation of Pinocchio! Teri 
Hatcher wastes what little acting 
talent she has (ie none) in 
turning the role of Lois Lane 
into a sex symbol, and on the 
whole the show ranks alongside 
Knight Rider and Baywatch in 
my personal diary of tv Hell. 
Superman? More like Superprat! 

Secondly, what’s stopping the 
BBC from releasing The Day of 
the Triffids on video? This fine 
drama has had nothing but 
fleeting glimpses on Telly Addicts 
recently, and every time its 
imminent video release has been 
announced, it has been pulled 
from the schedules. It would seem 
these days that quality is being 
dumped in favour of rubbish. 

TV Zone: The mysteries of what 
BBC Video decides to release 
are beyond anyone... 

Still Watching 

M A Billings 

Burton-on-Trent, Staffs 
Even though there have been a 
few dull episodes [in Lois and 
Clark], mainly based around 
Intergang, the new crime 
organization which has replaced 
Lex Luthor as villain number 
one, the relationship between 
Lois and Clark is still the major 
reason the show works and the 
performances of Teri Hatcher and 
Dean Cain are wonderful; 
reminiscent of Moonlighting at 
its best. Also it has been interest- 


ing to see the development of 
several story arcs over the 
season, namely the Lex Luthor 
resurrection and the Lois/Clark/ 
Mayson/Superman quadrangle. 

Now onto a show which even 
after two seasons still hasn’t got it 
right: seaQuest DSV. 1 personally 
feel that the episodes now being 
shown on ITV are much better 
than the earlier ones. I know I’m 
probably the only person still 
watching the show and admit that 
my interest is wavering but surely 
if they are considering bringing 
the show back for a third season it 
can't be all that bad? I personally 
have my doubts that they will 
carry on with it, 1 mean I’ve heard 
about flogging a dead horse but 
this one is really starting to go 
mouldy! Perhaps it’s time Amblin 
resigned themselves to the fact 
that they just can’t save seaQuest. 

Talking of doomed shows, will 
you be having any articles on 
Earth 2? I know it’s not been 
shown in Britain yet but it would 
be interesting to read about what 
Amblin did wrong this time. 

TV Zone: There s Earth 2 
coverage coming up. We have ' 
been trying to get interviews 
with the cast, but the last we 
heard, they had been filming in 
the desert and found the whole 
thing so exhausting that they 
were too tired to do interviews! 

This and That 

Mrs H Frankcom 

Weston super Mare, Avon 
Tuesday nights are particularly 
good for me. I’m an enthusiast of 
Babylon 5 and things are 
definitely hotting up! G F 
Willmetts's theory [TV Zone #67] 
about Susan Ivanova was very 
interesting but, if we are going to 
go fully into the question of 


whether she is telepathic or not, 
take a look at Science Fiction 
works dealing with telepaths and 
you'll find that in the majority of 
cases telepathy is an inherited 
trait. Then again, non-telepaths 
can have just as strong a mental 
shield as fully-trained ones. In 
case you're wondering what I’m 
on about, have a read of Anne 
McCaffrey’s To Ride Pegasus. 

Very little mention has been 
made so far of Escape from 
Jupiter. Okay, so it's kids' tv but 
the characters are pretty true to 
life: ie stroppy teenagers and 
genuine parents who are allowed 
to get ratty with their offspring. It 
is of course Australian but don’t 
let that put you off. The graphics 
are pretty good and don’t take 
over the show. There is also an 
element of humour (always 
important in a Sci-Fi series). 

One programme you missed 
from your Lost Voyages Special 
was Henry’s Chair. This was 
shown on Ch4 on Sunday 
mornings a few years ago and 
was about an alien entity sent to 
study Earth disguised as - yes. 
you guessed it - a dining room 
chair. Okay, so it was aimed at a 
very young audience but there 
was subtle humour in it. 1 don’t 
think it ran for very long. Anyone 
else remember it? 

Outer Limits 

Alan Maxwell 

Dunfermline, Fife 
Having been a fan of The 
Twilight Zone and The Outer 
Limits for a while, I waited 
eagerly for BBC2’s premiere of 
the new Outer Limits. I'm 
afraid the first episode to be 
shown ( Blood Brothers ) was a 
bit of a disappointment. It was 
good, but had nothing outstand- 
ing to merit the hype it has given 
as BBC’s replacement for The 
X-Files. The feature-length pilot 
(.Sandkings), however, was 
superb, and in my opinion could 
rival any episode of X-Files. 

The basic premise behind the 
story was interesting, and had 
enough excitement and action to 
keep it going for a one-and-a- 
half hour slot. It was enhanced 
by some terrific performances 
all round, especially from the 
Bridges family, and an exciting, 
sometimes eerie, sometimes 
dramatic score. If the majority of 
the new episodes are of the same 
calibre as the pilot, then the 
BBC may have found a suitable 
replacement indeed. 

See you next month... 
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In his country house, business tycoon 
Lord Mullrine becomes frustrated as his 
sister Emma makes the final preparations 
for the party to celebrate fifty years of his 
company — which was formed on June 
21st 1930. He exits the lounge through 
an electronic door and enters the office to 
see his secretary, Anne Shaw. He tells 
Anne that everything at the party will be 
authentic to 1930 — even his dinner suit 
is devoid of synthetic fibres. He returns 
through the door, and locks the present 
day behind — unaware he has forgotten 
his electronic key... 

Episode One 

The guests start to arrive, all dressed in 
period clothes, but not all are so enthusi- 
astic about this fancy dress party gone 
wild. Felix McDee claims to have spot- 
ted an anachronism, a black cloth over the 
portrait of his grandfather George. On 
June 21st 1930 he was alive, and work- 
ing as Mullrine’s business partner. Fasci- 
nated Howard tries out the radio, which 
gives an authentic sports report for a 
cricket match. But the illusion is shattered 
when Felix Harborough exposes the tape 
recorder inside. Then Howard suffers a mi- 
nor memory loss, and so does Annabelle 
Harborough. As all the guests begin to act 
strangely, and darkness falls, the door to 
Mullrine’s office momentarily vanishes. 

The doorbell rings. Emma Mullrine 
admits two guests she was not expecting 
— Miles and Virginia Cavendish. It is 
Steel and Sapphire, dressed in 1980s 
clothes, but carrying suitcases of their 
period costumes. Lord Mullrine believes 
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Miles must be, “That chap who deals in 
Futures...” 

The radio is turned on again, playing 
Thirties classics, but another inspection 
of the interior reveals valves — no tape 
recorder. 

Sapphire and Steel discuss the bizarre 
situation: the host began this as a game, 
but the use of authentic period costumes 
and props has made it reality. 

As the party continues, Annabelle finds 
herself unable to recall the real date... 
And, as Felix points out, if this were June 
21st 1930, he and his contemporaries 
would not be alive. Then they notice that 
the mourning cloth has gone. 

Sapphire and Steel change into their 
elegant dining clothes and join the party. 
Sapphire scans the guests: she imparts to 
Steel that Emma is “a lonely old woman 
carrying a torch for a lost love”. She notes 
that Howard and Annabelle are lovers; and 
detects a Time Break, which is being 
caused by an individual at the party. She 
can see a blue aura around the door to 
1980, and believes it may be the location 
of a leyline. Sapphire projects her mind 
through the door, but as she is sucked into 
its twisting energy Steel hears her tel- 
epathic gasp. . . 
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Episode Two 

Sapphire’s empty body stands motion- 
less as the party continues around her. 
Then her mind returns. She tells Steel that 
behind the door is a sense of euphoria, 
but it is not evil. The doorbell rings; the 
last guests, Tony Purnell and his girlfriend 
Veronica Blarney, have arrived. 

After changing into their period gear, 
Purnell and Veronica are introduced to the 
others. Sapphire detects that Veronica is 
in love with her boyfriend, but he is hav- 
ing a relationship with someone else. 

It is time to cut the cake to celebrate 
fifty years of Mullrine International. As 
the guests raise their glasses, a gust of 
wind extinguishes the candles, which then 
vanish. And the deceased George McDee 
strolls into the room. 

George’s widow Felicity tells her hus- 
band he is late — as though nothing else 
were exceptional. Sapphire informs Steel 
that George is alive, but will die on 22nd 
June 1930. George heads to his labora- 
tory, and the guests applaud Mullrine — 
believing this is a party trick. Felicity is 
left in tears. 

After seeing his grandmother to her 
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room, Howard creeps suspiciously 
through the upper floor of the house. 

As the party continues, Veronica be- 
comes distressed and frustrated when she 
is unable to remember minor details of her 
life. Emma suggests a game of sardines, 
and Veronica seeks out a hiding place, 
nearly colliding with Howard upstairs. 
The guests count down the seconds, then 
begin the hunt. 

In the study. Sapphire and Steel exam- 
ine Mullrine’s books. Suddenly Sapphire 
gasps and arches her back, as if she has 
been stabbed... 

Annabelle finds Veronica in the cup- 
board under the stairs. She is dead. 

Episode Three 

Veronica has a knife protruding from 
her back. 

Sapphire and Steel discuss the mur- 
derer. Is it one of the people in the house, 
Qr an external force? 

The guests notice that Tony Purnell is 
missing. A murder enquiry of sorts begins, 
which is hampered by short term memory 
loss. They cannot even call for the police 
because the telephone is dead, and the 
house is cut off. The main door is jammed, 
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and thick icy fog is seeping through it. 
Attempts to open the windows fail, and 
even the glass will not break. 

In his room, Tony Purnell attempts to 
contact the telephone operator. The door 
opens, and he is bathed in a cold light. 

Steel believes the house has been cho- 
sen by the mysterious force because it is 
on a leyline. Their opponent is using the 
Summer Solstice to reverse Time, but 
Sapphire cannot guess who they are deal- 
ing with. She scans Tony Purnell’s cham- 
pagne glass for clues; she realizes the man 
is a fast-living womanizer. Purnell came 
to the house recently to see Mullrine’s 
secretary Anne Shaw, with whom he is 
having an affair. Anne voiced her anger 
at his relationship with Veronica, and Tony 
promised to deal with it. The glass ex- 
plodes, and Sapphire hears a gunshot — 
a premonition of Purnell’s death. 

Sapphire and Steel re-join the guests, 
and are quizzed by Howard — but as no 
one can remember much Steel is able to 
control the situation. Time is going back- 
wards, and so they have no past or future. 
Even the evidence of the murder is fad- 
ing — Veronica’s body has gone. All that 
remains is the knife. 

Steel explains to the others the signifi- 
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cance of the leyline, the Summer Solstice, 
and the date June 21st 1930. It is some- 
thing to do with George McDee’s work 
— he was attempting to engineer a medi- 
cine. 

Sapphire scans and sees that McDee 
was very close to completing his experi- 
ments to manipulate a virus. As success 
is near a mishap releases the virus, and 
this will destroy all life on the planet. . . 
unless he dies before the accident. 

In the dining room, the butler Greville 
finds a dishevelled Tony Purnell, who 
claims that someone tried to kill him. 
Purnell asks Greville to fetch Steel, but 
when he is left alone the candles are ex- 
tinguished by a breeze. 

In the study, Steel gives Sapphire one 
of McDee’s books and tells her to achieve 
a physical manifestation of the man. De- 
spite her protestations, she is able to do 
this, allowing Steel to talk to the doctor 
about cloning bacteria. McDee insists 
there is no danger in the process — the 
bacteria could not escape, and his work 
will save millions of lives. Steel attempts 
to convince him that the house does not 
have the facilities for such experiments, 
but McDee becomes enraged and Sap- 
phire loses the manifestation. 
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Greville enters and asks Steel to see 
Purnell. Sapphire advises him not to go, 
then the gunshot heralds Purnell's death. 
The guests find the body slumped at the 
table, shot through the heart. 

Episode Four 

Steel asks Sapphire if Purnell had a 
motive to kill Veronica — and was he us- 
ing Anne Shaw to gain access to 
Mullrine’s secret files? Sapphire is more 
interested in the fact that she did not pre- 
dict the deaths of Veronica and Tony when 
she met them; perhaps they are still alive? 
Steel realizes that the guests are dying 
individually, from the youngest upwards. 


Cobwebs suddenly form on the table and 
the body, as if fifty years had passed; only 
the murder weapon remains imaged. And 
Sapphire deduces it will be used again. 
Steel tells Sapphire to take them back... 

Felix reappears after a long absence, 
claiming to have been ill after too much 
drink. Steel asks Howard if he now owns 
his grandfather’s revolver, and the young 
man admits he does, but he is not the guilty 
party. Felix adds that Howard had been 
blackmailing Purnell because the latter 
had been embezzling money from the 
bank. Purnell had in fact admitted the 
crime to his father,' and intended to go to 
the police — did Howard kill him to stop 
that? Howard storms into the dining room. 


but the corpse has gone — the table re- 
mains undisturbed. 

In the study, Sapphire scans the murder 
weapons. They are real, but were not used 
by any living person. As Steel turns away, 
she picks up the knife, and with a demonic 
laugh makes to plunge it into her heart. 
But Steel puts his hand in the way, and is 
able to pull the blade from her. Then Sap- 
phire lifts the gun, and turns it on Steel 
— but when she fires, nothing happens. 
Steel has removed the bullets. 

A recovered Sapphire tells Steel that the 
power is inside the house, and has re- 
gressed Time to 1930 so that history is 
changed. Only they stand in the way. 
Emma calls them to dinner, and as they 
leave the study the gun vanishes. 

Steel tells Howard that he will be the 
next victim. Dinner commences, and 
Emma sneaks away to George McDee’s 
laboratory. She is/was having an affair 
with the scientist, and had persuaded him 
to admit this to Felicity. 

Emma returns to the table, where eve- 
ryone is in good spirits. 

In 1980, Miss Shaw’s computer sud- 
denly goes out of control, printing out the 
details of George McDee’s death. Then 
the spirit of McDee walks through the 
office, into the house and joins the others 
in the dining room. Sapphire notes that 
nobody questions his presence anymore. 

Greville serves the port, and Howard 
is the first to drink from it. He makes a 
croaking sound, then collapses on the 
table, dead. 

David Richardson 

Concluded next issue. . . 
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Losing your copies of TV Zone! 
Have they been tidied up into a ‘safe 
place'? Here's your chance to keep 
them all together, in a 
TV Zone binder... 

The binders are blue with silver 
lettering, including a blank tv screen 
for you to write the volume or year in. 

Each binder holds 16 magazines: 12 
monthly issues plus the 4 Specials. 

Cheques/POs, made payable to 
Visual Imagination Limited. 

Visa and Mastercharge/Access credit 
card payments may be made for 2 or 
more binders. Please give card 
number, expiry date, name and 
address of card owner, and signature. 

UK and overseas: 

Each binder costs £6.50. 
(Includes postage and packing in UK, 
or plus £1 for overseas surface mail). 

TV Zone Binders, Visual Imagination 
Umited, PO Box 371, LONDON, 
SW148JL, UK 

For USA and Canada: 

Each binders costs US$1 1 .95 plus US$3 
surface postage (posted from UK). 

TV Zone Binders, Visual Imagination 
Ltd, PO Box 156, Manorville, NY 
11949, USA. 
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T HE LATEST New Adventure , Sky 
Pirates 7 , sets the TARDIS crew 
against the villainous and slimy 
Sloathes. 

“I suppose Doctor Who is the ultimate 
in post-Modernism.” says author Dave 
Stone. “You can make up any story, from 
a Shakespeare comedy to Star Wars and 
inject the Doctor into it.” And once the 
Doctor, “the quintessential Englishman”, 
becomes involved, he introduces chaos 
into the scenario, behaving, in Stone’s 
description, “like some elemental being”. 

Stone originally trained as a graphic 
artist — “until I realized that I couldn’t 
draw” — and then graduated to advertis- 
ing copyrighting, before becoming a full- 
time author, penning three Judge Dredd 
novels for Virgin. So why Doctor Who? 
“When the Judged Dredd contract came 
to an end, I had no money, so I said, 
“Can I do a Doctor Who?" he admits 
disarmingly. 

Corrupted tv 

Although he could hardly be described 
as a ‘fan-boy’, he has watched the series 
regularly over the years, but admits that, 
as he grew older, “I started to notice the 
papier-mSche, which I hadn’t as a kid. 
Over the years the tv show became more 
and more corrupted.” He cites, as an ex- 
ample, the show’s theme tune: “It started 
as spot-on state-of-the-art and ended up 
as a shadow of its former self.” He is, 
however, a fan of the later Andrew 
Cartmel stories — “he was picking some 
really nice stuff’ — but bemoans the way 
in which the tv show was treated by the 
BBC: “I liked Peri, for instance! But the 
BBC acquiesced and bowed under the 
force of public opinion. I thought that the 
whole point of the companion was to 
show a cheap flash of sex, but it got to 
the point where people were saying ‘How 
dare a Doctor Who companion wear a 
bikini?!’” 



Although he’s optimistic about a new 
tv version of Doctor Who, He’s not too 
keen on the generally accepted idea that 
any new Who would be a series of in- 
dividual hour-long episodes, like 
ST:TNG. “Doctor Who has to be five 
to six episodes long, of about half an 
hour each,” he insists. “That structure 
gives you more chances to develop cliff- 
hangers. However I do hope that it does 
happen: I liked the idea of the Ameri- 
can pilot’s plotline.” 

It’s safe to say that Sky Pirates!, with 
excellent inside artwork by Roger Lang 
ridge, is quite unlike any other New Ad 
venture that’s gone before it, and wil 
probably raise as many eyebrows, as hi 
next New Adventure. Death and Diplo 
macy, which contains a major develop- 
ment for one member of the TARDIS 
crew. How does he think the readers will 
take to his first New Adventure"! “They’ll 
either love it or hate it — there’ll be no 
middle ground,” he cheerfully admits. 
“Sky Pirates! is really me saying, "Yeah! 
Hey, hey, let’s go over the top!” 

Robin Turner 
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Credits 

Captain John Sheridan 

Bruce Boxleitner 

Commander Susan Ivanova 
(Lt Cmdr for episodes 1-2) 

Claudia Christian 

Security Chief Michael Garibaldi 

Jerry Doyle 

Ambassador Delenn Mira Furlan 

Dr Stephen Franklin .. Richard Biggs 
Psi Corps Telepath Talia Winters 

Andrea Thompson 

Vir Cotto Stephen Furst 

Lennier Bill Mumy 

Na’Toth Mary Kay Adams 

Warren Keffer Robert Rusler 

Ambassador G’Kar 

Andreas Katsulas 

Ambassador Londo Mollari 
Peter Jurasik 

Created by J Michael Straczynski 

Producer John Copeland 

Co-Producer Richard Compton 

Executive Producer.. Douglas Netter 

J Michael Straczynski 

Associate Producer 

George Johnsen 

Conceptual Consultant 

Harlan Ellison 

Story Editor Lawrence G DiTillio 

Music Christopher Franke 

Music performed by 
.. Christopher Franke and The Berlin 
Symphonic Film Orchestra 

Casting Mary Jo Slater, C S A 

Steve Brooksbank, C S A 

Visual Effects Ron Thornton 

Production Designer... John lacovelli 
Dir of Photography .. John C Flinn III 
Costume Designer Ann Brucie 


B1 Points of Departure 


Director Janet Greek 

Writer J Michael Straczynski 


Kalain (Richard Grove), Hedronn (Robin 
Sachs), General William Hague (Robert 
Foxworth), Deeron (Jennifer Anglin), Ambas- 
sador # 1 (Jonathan Chapman), Tech ffl 
(Joshua Cox), Dome Tech ft 3 (Kim Delgado), 
Merchant #1 (RusFega), Merchant #2 (Bennet 
Guillory), Young Woman (Catherine Hader), 
Ambassador #2 (Mark Hendrickson), Ambas- 
sador #3 (Kristopher Logan), Vastor (Michael 
McKenzie), Tech i 2 (Debra Sharkey), Other 
Pilot (Brian Starcher), Ensign (Kim Strauss), 
Security Guard #2 (Thomas Valinote), Secu- 
rity Guard # 1 (Greg Wrangler) 

Hedronn: “...the day that a man such as 
yourself is given such a position of this im- 
portance is a dark day indeed. We lost 
many of our best warriors because of you... 
and we do not soon forget such things. If 
there is a doom upon this station it’s be- 
cause you brought it here. " 

Captain John Sheridan arrives on B5 to 
assume a command, and to complicate 
matters the Minbari do not agree with the 
appointment of a man known to them as 
‘The Starkiller’ . Sheridan also has to deal 
with a renegade Minbari warship, the 
Trigati, which has been sighted in the area, 
and when a Minbari is captured whilst 
attempting to assasinate Delenn, the 
Trigati appears and threatens B5. Com- 
mander Sinclair reaches an important des- 
tiny and the secret of his missing 24 hours 
at the Battle of the Line is revealed. 

First US transmission: 31 Oct 94 

B2 Revelations 

Director Jim Johnston 


Writer J Michael Straczynski 

Elizabeth Sheridan (Beverly Leech), 
Garibaldi’s Aide (Macaulay Bruton), Anna 
Sheridan (Beth Toussaint), Lou Welch (David 
L Crowley), Nam Captain (Mark Hendrickson), 
Med Tech (James Kiriyama-Lem), President 
Clark (GaryMcGurk), Nam Navigator (Michael 
McKenzie), Guard (Warren Tabata), Morden 
(Ed Wasser) 

Londo [laughs]: “Why don’t you eliminate the 
entire Nam homeworld while you're at it?" 
Morden: “One thing at a time, Ambassa- 
dor... One thing at a time. ’’ 

Londo continues to plot his rise to 
power. G'Kar arrives back on B5 with 
news of a powerful and terrible enemy. 
Sheridan deals with the loss of his wife 
with a little help from his sister, and 
Delenn emerges from her chrysalis. Gari- 
baldi is revived from his coma and, with 
help from Talia Winters, confronts the trai- 
tor who shot him, but this only brings up 
some more sinister news. 

First US transmission: 7 Nov 94 

B3 The Geometry of Shadows 


Director Mike Laurence Vejar 

Writer J Michael Straczynski 


Elric ( Michael Ansara ), Refa (William Forward), 
Lou Welch (David L Crowley), Green Drazi 
(Kim Strauss), Green Drazi #2 (Jonathan 
Chapman), Pruple Drazi (Neil Bradley), Tech 
#1 (Joshua Cox), Devereaux (Edward 
Conery), Guard (Warren Tabata) 

Elric: “As I look at you, Ambassador 
Mollari, I see a great hand reaching out of 
the stars. The hand is your hand. And I hear 
sounds — the sounds of billions of people 
calling your name." 

Londo: “My followers?" 

Elric: “Your victims.” 

Ivanova is promoted to commander. Her 
first test is to deal with the Drazi who have 
split into two groups and are fighting it 
out to find which group will rule the other. 
Over 100 powerful Technomages arrive 
and Londo tries to seek an audience with 
them. Garibaldi, still recovering, consid- 
ers his future. 

First US transmission: 14 Nov 94 

B4 A Distant Star 


Director Jim Johnston 

Writer D C Fontana 


Captain Jack Maynard (Russ Tamblyn), 
Patrick (Daniel Beer), Ray Galus (Art Kimbro), 
Orwell (Miguel A Nunez, Jr), Ogilvie (Patty 
Toy), Tech (Joshua Cox), Comm Tech (Kim 
Delgado), Teronn (Sandey Grinn) 
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Ivanova: “All my life I’ve fought against 
Imperialism. Now, suddenly I am the ex- 
panding Russian frontier!” 

Franklin: “But with very nice borders.” 

Sheridan's first commanding officer. 
Captain Maynard, shows up on B5. When 
Maynard's ship is trapped in hyperspace 
the B5 crew must find a way to rescue the 
ship... and they discover that something 
may be living in hyperspace. Meanwhile 
the Minbari are unsure of the Delenn’s 
new appearance. 

First US transmission: 21 Oct 94 

B5 The Long Dark 

Director Mario DiLeo 

Writer Scott Frost 

Mariah Cirrus (Anne-Marie Johnson), Amis 
(Dwight Schultz), Alien #7 (Jennifer Anglin), 
Alien #2 (Neil Bradley), Medlab Tech (James 
Kiriyama-Lem), Markab Ambassador (Kim 
Strauss), Guard (Warren Tabata) 

Markab Ambassador: “ She has bought 
somthing evil from the past, a soldier of 
darkness.” 

A ship over 100 years old floating to- 
wards B5 is brought onboard and found 
to contain a cryogenically-frozen young 
lady and her murdered husband. Reviv- 
ing the lady. Dr Franklin develops a rela- 
tionship with her. Meanwhile Garibaldi 
arrests a lurker who can sense a coming 
doom. An alien entity stalks B5 and 
Garibaldi sets out to stop it. 

First US transmission: 28 Nov 94 

B6 Spider in the Web 


Director Kevin G Cremin 

Writer Lawrence G DiTillio 


Abel Horn (Michael Beck), Amanda Carter 
(Adrienne Barbeau), Taro Isogi (James 
Shigeta), Zack Allen (Jeff Conaway), Senator 
Elise Voudreau (Jessica Walters), Thirteen/Psi 
Cop (Annie Grindlay), Tech ft 1 (Joshua Cox) 
Sheridan: “For the past 6 years there have 
been rumours about a rogue agency op- 
erating deep inside Earth gov. A dirty 
tricks squad dealing in black projects and 
star-chambered justice. It took me over 3 
years just to get a name... Bureau 13. And 
the man who gave me that name died soon 
after..." 

What seems like an assassination by the 
Free Mars movement turns out to be 
something much more deadly, and a 
shaken Talia finds that she is the murder- 
er's next target! However the murderer is 
not all he seems and as the crew investi- 
gate, things get deeper and deeper... the 
killer is supposed to be dead and some- 
one else is pulling the strings! 

First US transmission: 5 Dec 94 

B7 A Race Through 
Dark Places 


Director Jim Johnston 

Writer J Michael Straczynski 


Telepath ftl (Apesanahkwat), Rick (Brian 
Cousins), Telepath #2 (Diane Dilascio), Lurker 
(Gianin Loftier), Bester (Walter Koenig), Man 
(Eddie Allen), Bartender (Kathryn Cressida), 
Psi Cop (Judy Levitt), Shooter (Christopher 
Michael), Jason Ironheart (William Allen 
Young) 

Talia: “Then what am I?" 

Rick: “The future...” 

Psi Cop Bester returns to B5 and en- 
lists Talia’s help investigating the under- 


ground railroad of escaping unregistered 
telepaths, who kidnap Talia. Delenn asks 
Sheridan to help her understand humans 
better which culminates with a night out, 
with Sheridan in for a surprise. Mean- 
while, Ivanova and Sheridan find them- 
selves locked out of their quarters for not 
paying extra rent! 

First US transmission: 23 Jan 95 

B8 Soul Mates 


Director John C Flinn, III 

Writer Peter David 


Matthew Stoner (Keith Szarabajka), Daggair 
(Lois Nettleson), Marie! (Blair Valk), Lou Welch 
(David L Crowley), Trader (Carl Struycken), 
Timov (Jane Carr), Man (Bryan Michael 
McGuire) 

Garibaldi: “I’ll be keeping an eye on you. ” 
Stoner: “ Use both eyes. You ’ll need them. ” 

Stoner, a man who has left Psi-Corp and 
is Talia’s ex-husband, comes to B5 and 
offers Talia a way out of the organization. 
Garibaldi keeps a close eye on him. 
Londo's three wives come aboard, and 
find that he plans to divorce all but one 
wife. He ends up poisoned, but is it one 
of his wives’ doing? Delenn has problems 
with her human-like characteristics and 
Ivanova agrees to help her out. 

First US transmission: 12 Dec 94 

B9 The Coming of Shadows 


Director Janet Greek 

Writer J Michael Straczynski 


Ranger (Fredric Lehne), Centauri Prime 
Minister (Malachi Throne), Zack Allen (Jeff 
Conaway), Refa (William Forward), Centauri 
Emperor (Turhan Bey), Ambassador Jeffrey 
Sinclair (Michael O'Hare), Kha'Mak (Neil 
Bradley), Ambassador Kosh (Ardwight 
Chamberlain), Nam Pilot ft 2 (Jonathan 
Chapman), Customs Guard ftl (Bryan 
Michael McGuire), Narn Pilot ftl (Kim 
Strauss) 

Londo: “It has begun..." 

The ageing Centauri Emperor arrives 
on B5, something which G’Kar feels 
strongly against. He decides that assas- 
sination is the only option, but things do 
not go according to plan. While G’Kar 
ends up offering the hand of friendship, 
Londo makes a decision which can only 
mean no turning back from the path he 
has chosen. An arrest by Garibaldi brings 
an important message from an old 
friend... 




regular feature 



Brother Eichemann and Sinbad 
the Sailor. Next, he tried his 
hand at directing at the Arts 
Threshold Theatre with produc- 
tions of Lotus and the Rats and 
Julius Caesar. Siddig made his 
television debut as recently as 
1991 in the six-part British 
series The Big Battalions and A 
Dangerous Man, Lawrence 
After Arabia. The latter caught 
the eye of Star Trek: Deep Space 
Nine producer Rick Berman when 
it was broadcast on America’s 
PBS channel and all of a sudden 
the young British actor was called 
over to Los Angeles to test for the 
role of Julian Bashir, of whom he 
says, “Julian is a humanist and a 
bit of a philosopher. He’s 
confident and incredibly enthusi- 
astic about medicine... There is a 
certain youthful arrogance as 
well.” Siddig El Fadil was 
interviewed in TV Zone 44. 

Italian Leap 

Q: I am an Italian fan of 
Quantum Leap that was aired 
by RAI TV in Italy last year. It 
is difficult to find out notices, 
interviews about this won- 
derful series and about its 
star, Scott Bakula [Sam]. 
Please may I have the 
address of this actor or do 
you know if there is a fan 
club in England or the USA? 

Andreina Zucchi, Milan, Italy 
A: You can write to Scott Bakula 
do Shelley Morta, 14431 
Monteaux Boulevard, #415 
•Sherman Oakes, California 
91423 , USA. The only fan club 


DS9’s Bashir 

Q. Please could you give me 
any information on Siddig El 
Fadil, DSN’s Dr Bashir. And is 
there an address to write to 
cast members of DSN? 

Nicky Cooke, Isle of Wight. 
A: Last things first: You can 
write c/o Paramount Television, 
5555 Melrose Avenue, Los 
Angeles, CA90038, USA. 

As you’ve probably gathered 
from his accent, Siddig El Fadil 
was brought up in England, but 
he was bom in the Sudan. He 
doesn’t have a long list of film 
and tv credits simply because 
he’s far too young! Siddig 
trained at the London Academy 
of Music and Dramatic Arts 
(LAMDA) where he took the 
lead in productions of Hamlet 
and Arthur. He graduated after 
three years and joined the 
Manchester Library Theatre in 
London where he appeared in 
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Questions and Answers 
in the TV Zone 

This month Memory Alpha delves into its fan club 'file to retrieve 
data on a range of sought-after addresses. Fan Clubs can be a 
wonderful forum for fans to exchange information, views and 
gossip, but it hasn't been unknown for people to be let down by 
clubs. So follow the golden rules: 

( 1) Always send an SAEfor a reply and be patient, most clubs are run 
by fans who have Jull-time jobs and lots of other people to reply to. 

(2) Don ’t send any money until you 're sure what you 're getting. 

(3) If you haven't heard anything within 28 days, send a reminder note. 

(4) Just because it’s listed in Memory Alpha, doesn't mean it’s 
recommended by Memory Alpha. 

Some programmes have more than one club - Star Trek, for 
example, has about 200 in the UK alone! If you come across 
different addresses to the ones printed here, it could still be worth 
your while writing off for information. 



address I can find is: Quantum 
Quest. 5 Sandfield Road. 
Thornton Heath. CR7 8AU, UK. 
But I'm sure there are others, and 
there might even be one in Italy. 

B5 Books 

Q: Please could you tell me if 
the Babylon 5 novels are 
available in the local book 
shops yet? I know that the 
first series of B5 is to be 
repeated soon, but is there 
any one who could help me 
with a list of Season One 
credits? Please could TV 
Zone give me some help on 
how I could get in touch with 
other Babylon 5 fans? 

Susan Wayne, Sussex 
A: Yes, the novels are out. And 
yes, TV Zone published an 
episode guide to the first season 
in Special number 15 (write to 
our back issues department). 

And I have never known a fan 
club who doesn’t run a pen pal 
service, so try writing to: 

Babylon 5 UK Fan Club, PO 
Box 1 147, London, W3 7ZT. 

X-Files 

Q: Do you have the address 
for the X-Files fan club? 

Andrew Jones, Berkshire 
A: Try: Filed Away, c/o Jason 
Dale, 14 Woodcock Street, 

Sandal, Wakefield, West York- 
shire, WF1 5LG. Or: The X Club, 
c/o K Jarman, 1 8 Poplar Close, 
Biggleswade. Beds, SGI 8 OEW. 

Gorillas! 

Q: Could you give me the 
address of the Sixties tv series 
Garrison’s Gorillas appreciation 
society? You’re my last hope. 

June Dunn, Humberside 
A: Garrison’s Gorillas was an 
action war series staring Ron 
Harper as Lt Craig Garrision, who 
lead a group of commandos 
against the Germans in the Second 
World War. His team had all been 
recruited from American jails and 
sent to Europe to operate behind 
enemy lines from a base in 
England. The motley gang were 
Actor (played by Cesare Danova) 
a handsome con-man, Casino 
(Rudy Solari) a tough wiry safe- 
cracker, Goniff (Christopher Cary) 
a likeable cat burglar, and Chief 
(Brendon Boone) a rugged 
sombre American Indian profi- 
cient with a switchblade. It began 
life on America’s ABC channel in 
September 1967 and finished the 
following year. In the TV Zone 
Lost Voyages Special (out now!) 

TVZ3NfE | 



DOCTOR WHO THE TOUR 1995 

(THE GREATEST SHOW IN THE GALAXY) 

LEEDS Sunday 16th July 
JARVIS PARKWAY HOTEL 
Star Guest Sylvester McCoy 

LONDON Sunday 30th July 
JARVIS INTERNATIONAL, 

BATH ROAD (A4), HEATHROW 
Star Guest Jon Pertwee 

CHESTER Saturday 5th August 
FORTE POSTHOUSE HOTEL, 
WREXHAM ROAD 
Star Guest Peter Davison 

EXETER Sunday 20th August 
CROSSMEADS CONFERENCE CENTRE 
Star Guest Colin Baker 

ALL SHOWS WILL FEATURE 
’Doctors, Companions, Production crew 
‘Exhibitions (never seen before exhibits) 

‘Dealers room, Exclusive Tour 95' merchandise 
‘Cabaret/Auction 

‘Autograph/Photograph opportunities 
AND A SELECTION FROM 
‘Firework Display 
‘Live musical entertainment 
*FX demonstration/Stunt work 

Other guests include: 

Sophie Aldred John Leeson 

Lis Sladen Caroline Johns 

Nick Courtney Louise Jameson 

Richard Franklin 

TICKET PRICES (Per show/location) 

ADULT £15 

CHILDREN UNDER 16 £12 

CHILD UNDER 10 £10 

20% DISCOUNT IF BOOKING MORE THAN ONE 
SHOW/LOCATION 

Children under 5 free of charge. Reduced hotel 
rates available at all locations. 


actor Ron Harper says the show 
was cancelled because of 
complaints it was too violent. 1 
doubt if this short-lived series 
actually has an appreciation 
society. However, the Memory 
Alpha challenge has been sent out 
for someone to prove me wrong. 

Memory Alpha Interface 
Jane Killick 


| -\ ZONE 


Send your questions, 
and answers to: 


Send cheque/Postal Order payable to VORTEX EVENTS 


TV Zone - Memory Alpha 


plus one 25p stamp or SAE for further details: 


PO Box 371 

LONDON 

SW14 8JL 

Fax: 0181 875 1588 

E-mail: 

star@cix.compulink.co.uk 
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people informed about news and events in the 
film world. 

As the magazine's name implies, there are reviews 
of the current movies. Also featured are interviews 
with the stars, with fascinating facts about their 
back- grounds. There is news of the latest events, 
with on-the-spot reporting from events like the 
Cannes Rim Festival and the Oscar Award 
Ceremony. All the films released on video are 
listed, plus movie books reviews. Your movie 
questions are answered in 'Rim Fax’... 

Among the Film Review Specials are the Film 
Review Yearbook, and the Summer 
Blockbuster Special. 

Most back issues cost £1 .95 (US $4.50), and 
Specials £2.95 (US $6.95), plus postage and 
packing (see subs form). 


television. There's coverage of the continuing 
sagas of Star Trek, including Star Trek: 
Deep Space Nine and the latest series 
Voyager, There are also visits to The X- 
Files, Red Dwarf, Babylon 5, Blake's 7, 
Doctor Who and the wonderful worlds of 
Gerry Anderson, including his new series 
Space Precinct. 

Each issue contains interviews with the stars 
and creators of these classic shows, plus 
there are in-depth episode guides, reviews of 
all the genre's latest videos and books, 
extensive news reports, free competitions, 
plus Fantasy Flashbacks to the best episodes 
of your favourite series. 

Don't miss out - subscribe! 

Most back issues cost £2.25 (US $4.95), and 
Specials £2.95 (US $6.95), plus postage and 
packing (see above the subs form below). 


STAR TREK GENERATIONS OFFICIAL 
POSTER MAGAZINE gives a detailed, 
fortnightly account of all the action in the 
latest big screen Star Trek advenrture. 

STAR TREK: VOYAGER OFFICIAL 
POSTER MAGAZINE keeps you up to date 
eveiy month on the stories and characters in 
the newest Star Trek series. 

Each Poster Magazine is full colour 
throughout, with a giant Star Trek poster in 
every issue. The issues contain detailed story 
synopses with complete cast and credits 
listings which build into a comprehensive 
Star Trek fact-file 

The four issues of the Generations Poster 
Magazine are available as part of your 
subscription to Voyager. 

Still ongoing: The Next Generation Poster 
Magazine. Most editions available as back 
issues. They cost £2.00 each plus p&p. 


STARBURST is the premier magazine of 
Science Redon entertainment and is currently 
celebrating it's 200"' issue! Since 1977, 
Starburst has featured all the latest news, 
views, previews and reviews relevant to the 
genre, as well as in-depth interviews with the 


Science Rction a reality on the large and small 
screen. Starburst turns the spotlight on all your 
favourite films and TV series, such as Star 
Wars, Star Trek, Doctor Who, The X-Rles 
and Babylon 5, and all the latest Sci-R 
projects, including StarGate. Judge Dredd 
Congo and Waterworld. All this, plus extensive 
coverage of the book, video and comic worids. 
The best v/ay to make sure you never miss 
an issue of Starburst is to subscribe... 

Most back issues cost £2.50 (US $4.95), and 
Specials £3.50 (US $7.95), plus poslage and 
packing (see subs form). 


additional issue. Copies can be requested with your subscription or separately, when your 
envelope should be marked ‘Back Issues’. - Outside US and UK postage is £1 .50 per i: 

Film Review | 


SHIVERS is the magazine of Horror 
entertainment. Its first class reporting covers 
the latest Hollywood Horrors, classic retro- 
spectives, fantasy festivals and Euro-Horror, 
reviews of video and film Horror, plus the 
latest news and upcoming fiction from the top 
Horror authors. Shivers is now read by the 
film-makers themselves as well as the fans. 


Subscription for years starting with next issue/ renew/ Issue . 

Starburst Subscription for years starting with next issue/ renew/ Issue 

I TV Zone Subscription for years starting with next issue/ renew/ Issue 

Shivers Subscription for issues starting with next issue/ renew/ Issue 

Star Trek: Posters Subs for issues starting with next issue/ renew/ Issue ... 

I I enclose a cheque/PO, payable to 'Visual Imagination Limited', for the amount £/$ 

I Or charge my Visa/Access/Mastercharge O the amount shown above, Card expiry dale 


-Coverage ol trio Euio-Honoc scene Is second lo none In Shivers' 

Rnd out what all the fuss is about and 
discover the new wider coverage of Horror in 
the revised look! Subscribe now and make 
sure you're always first with the news from 
every part of the Horror movie world. 

Back issues cost £2.50 (US $4.95) plus p&p 
(see above the subs form). 


Signature (for card payments) 
[Name: 


lAddress: 
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£39 Save £5.00 
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W HEN A second season of the 
Fantasy children’s show 
Dark Season failed to mate- 
rialize, writer Russell T 
Davies used a storyline he had already de- 
vised for it in a new series, Century Falls. 

There was only one drawback; the BBC 
would only commission a six episode se- 
rial, a format that Davies dislikes, believ- 
ing they can never sustain the plot. His 
solution to the problem was to treat the 
six-part story as a three-parter. 

“It quite neatly divides up into two epi- 
sodes, two episodes, two episodes in my 
mind,” he says. “It’s still a three-parter. If 
you watch it — every two episodes are a 
day.” 


Psychic Village 

The series concerns Mrs Hunter and her 
daughter Tess, new arrivals in the village 



of Century Falls. Tess befriends fellow 
youngsters Ben and Carey, who are stay- 
ing with their Uncle Richard. Ben pos- 
sesses psychic powers, which enable him 
to see the village’s past. It is these pow- 
ers, however, that are slowly destroying 
his mind, piece by piece. 

The villagers of Century Falls are all 
psychic too, and have been unable to bear 
children since July 17th 1953. On that 
fateful day, they gathered in their temple 


and attempted to create a psychic incar- 
nation called Century — a human form 
that represented their combined powers. 
But the ceremony got out of control, and 
fire swept through the temple. 

Alice Harkness lost her mind and has 
been cared for by her daughters Esme and 
May ever since, the school teacher Mrs 
Cooper was blinded, and a number of peo- 
ple died. 

When the villagers learn that Mrs 
Hunter is pregnant, they advise her to 
leave, or the baby will die. Meanwhile, 
Richard Naismith, controlled by his own 
maid Julia, plans to use Ben to bring the 
past back to life... 

Century Falls went through numerous 
re-writes and changes, and in the first 
version there were more characters and 
story strands. The first victims of the re- 
writes were Professor Llewellyn and his 
assistant, Shankha, who were research- 
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The leading cast of Century Falls: 
Emma Jane Lavin (Carey Naismith), 
Simon Fenton (Ben Naismith) and 
Catherine Sanderson (Tess Hunter) 
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ing a stone circle with the help of a 
woman called Ellis Sharman. Llewellyn 
is suspicious of Ellis, who can read the 
Borlase text on megalithic stones, and 
wants his university to look into her 
background. 

“They were easily cut because they 
weren’t villagers,” says Davies. “There 
was everything in the first draft. There was 
the stone circle, the odd leyline got men- 
tioned, there was the waterfall. It was 
mad! The stone circle stuff was lovely, but 
it was too much. I had the choice of keep- 
ing the waterfall or stone circle, and per- 
haps I chose the wrong thing there.” 

The Villain Re-defined 

With Llewellyn, Shanka and the stone 
circle excised; Ellis became Julia, but her 
position changed to being Naismith’s 
maid. The character’s involvement in the 
plot was also more subtle; in the original 
scripts, Ellis is the villain right from epi- 
sode one, in the re-write she is not re- 
vealed until episode three. 

Lost also was the link between Ellis and 
the stones; one of the stones is engraved 
with a spiralling curl, and Ellis possesses 
a similar mark on her arm. Her servants, 
including Miss Cooper and Naismith’s 
butler Ashe, have similar marks. 

Another principal character who never 
made it to the tv screen wasTess’s father, 
who would have returned from abroad at 
the climax of the fifth episode. “You didn’t 
know who he was,” says Davies enthusi- 
astically, obviously fond of that plot strand 
too. “The end line was ‘Dad’. It was a 
great cliffhanger.” 

The writer also altered the origin of the 
ghost-like young girl who Tess sees next 
to the waterfall. “Originally the little girl 
was an image from the past. It was an al- 
ter ego of Alice, the old woman in the at- 
tic, her younger self. I thought it was a bit 
obvious, and made her a vision from the 
future.” In the end, the girl is revealed as 
Mrs Hunter’s unborn child. 

While Century Falls was widely ac- 
claimed on its transmission in 1993, some 
viewers felt that the rather complicated 
storyline failed make complete sense. 
Russell T Davies is the first to agree with 
this criticism, but points out that all the 
clues were in his script — it’s just that 
some of them were lost when a mammoth 
thirty five minutes of footage was edited 
from the final version. While the first four 
episodes follow his scripts quite faithfully, 
parts five and six suffered quite badly. 
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“I still think it held together,” he claims. 
“[Director] Colin Cant did it brilliantly. I 
was dreading it when they said it was 
thirty five minutes over. This is all my 
fault for doing a script that was too long, 
and it was written so fast that no one had 
the chance to time it.'It all got recorded, 
but got chucked out.” 

The Deepest Cut 

Davies feels the most painful cut occurs 
in the fifth episode, where the villagers 
hold a psychic gathering to ascertain the 
identity of the mysterious Julia. 

“You see her face change and the vil- 
lagers say, ‘She is us’. There’s a quick 
scene where they say, ‘She is our subcon- 
scious’ — and that’s it! There was a lot of 
explanation of what exactly she is.” 

He is also disappointed that a scene in 
the same episode in which Mrs Cooper is 
unmasked as a traitor, was cut. 

“It was a wonderful scene of Esme un- 
masking her in front of the whole village, 
and getting terribly savage with her. 
Through all that you’re explaining what 
Julia’s done. 

“On screen she doesn’t say anything at 
the gathering, no one suspects her. She 
goes with them to the manorhouse. and 
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there she says, ‘Now you see how beauti- 
ful things are going to be’. No one reacts 
to it, and the reason is she got unmasked 
far earlier.” 

However, given that material had to be 
lost, Davies believes that the cuts were 
achieved rather inventively. “It was rather 
nicely done. They were very clever cuts 
that I would never have thought of.” 

A number of sequences were also re- 
moved from the fourth episode, although 
these were centred around Ben Naismith, 
who in the transmitted version disappears 
off screen for almost ten minutes. 

“There were more scenes at the temple 
and the waterfall, and him running 
through the village with his psychic power 
like a mental hurricane and the villagers 
are terrified of him.” 

Unfortunately, a key scene in the sixth 
episode, in which Ben is bundled into the 
landrover by Tess, was lost. 

“We're missing all the lines which say 
that he’s absorbed this power from the 
waterfall. It’s contained with him. It’s ac- 
tually said the moment Tess gets a hold 
of the boy’s hand she will have that power, 
and control the whole subconscious of the 
village. That was a sticking point for me; 
it wasn’t clear how she controlled the en- 
tire village.” 
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Despite the lost thirty five minutes of 
footage, Davies is counting his blessings 
that his favourite sequence in the whole 
six episodes survived to the end. “It’s 
where May takes Mrs Hunter to where 
they'd had a bonfire of old children’s 
clothes and toys and she remembers. I 
thought that was beautifully shot. You 
look at the script, and he could have cut 
that bit, and he didn’t.” 

Davies was also relieved that the darker 
elements of the script, which were per- 
haps pushing the boundaries of children’s 
television, survived to transmission. 

Real Horror 

“They said at script stage they would 
probably cut all the lines about the foetus 


being fused to the mother. I thought that 
was real horror, dressed up under differ- 
ent names. It was a possession story. The 
producer said, ‘What we actually need is 
more of this Rosemary’s Baby’s stuff!”’ 

But what about the concept of a still- 
born child; surely that is heady stuff for 
young children to cope with? 

“I don’t think so because I think they 
know what that means. I’m sure they don’t 
have an emotional understanding of what it 
means to lose a child, but I think they un- 
derstand it in plot terms. And if it stretched 
them, good! You shouldn't play safe.” 

Part of what makes Dark Season and 
Century Falls so enjoyable is their ec- 
lectic storylines, in which nothing is pre- 
dictable. The writer confesses that he 
loves a surprise twist in a script, believ- 


ing that in many television serials the 
viewer can watch the first episode and 
predict how the story will end. 

“You’re very much dealing with a genre 
where you can guess what’s happening. I 
just liked playing with it. 1 look at Cen- 
tury Falls and think was there a twist too 
many? I played it deliberately so there was 
a discovery in every episode.” 

The series benefited from being shot 
entirely on location with a BBC Outside 
Broadcast unit. 

“They used a little village called 
Langthwaite, which actually appears on 
All Creature Great and Small. The wa- 
terfall was somewhere in North Wales. 

“Never write anything set next to a wa- 
terfall!” he adds, grimacing. “It all had to 
be dubbed. What a nightmare, and it does 
show in a couple of scenes.” 

No Novel 

While Davies had the chance to write 
the tie-in novel for Dark Season, sadly 
Century Falls never made it into print. 

“There wasn’t time,” he sighs. “Now I 
wish I had, especially with bits missing 
on screen. And there were bits I never 
even put in the script; Tess and her mother 
discovered they were villagers, but they 
never really did much with that informa- 
tion. I always wanted to put in a sort of 
psychic moment between them which was 
quite poignant. 

“It’s hard work doing prose. Scripts are 
easy. It took me an awfully long time to 
do the Dark Season book. That actually 
gets better as it goes along.” 

Some people have suggested that both 
Dark Season and Century Falls were 
similar to classic Doctor Who. and the 
writer admits that he did used to watch 
the show. 

“I think it’s a compliment. It’s inevita- 
ble that you get compared to Doctor Who. 
because in its time Doctor Who covered 
everything. That was the genius of that 
format — it just kept going. I just thought 
they never recovered from Tom Baker. 

Since writing Century Falls, RussellT 
Davies has been busy at Granada Televi- 
sion, producing the hit Children’s Ward. 
His future plans are back to writing — 
but he is cautious of earning himself a la- 
bel as a Fantasy writer. 

“You do run the risk of getting brack- 
eted in Science Fiction,” he says sensi- 
bly. “Part of me is wary of doing another 
one... but I have one idea.” 

David Richardson 


I tVMVE 


Issue 68 


Page 31 1 



interview 




When Bendix was offered the role of 
Jane Castle in Space Precinct, she had 
assumed that it was a guest role and had 
no idea that the character was in fact the 
show’s female lead. The actress had never 
heard of Space Precinct’s near-legendary 
producer, Gerry Anderson, and had little 
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W HILE AMERICAN actors 
Ted Shackelford and Rob 
Youngblood topline Gerry 
Anderson’s latest multi-mil- 
lion dollar Sci-Fi Space Precinct, patri- 
otic British viewers can take pride in the 
presence of Simone Bendix, who plays 
strong-willed English police officer 
Jane Castle. In real life, however, the 
show’s ‘English rose’ was actually born 
and bred far from the British Isles — in 
Denmark! 

“I’m really quite pleased when people 
think I’m English,” reveals Bendix. “I 
struggled through Drama School for the 
first couple of years thinking desperately, 
‘I’ve got to be English’, so that suits me 
fine. I haven’t got a Danish accent or any- 
thing that really gives me away, but some- 
times I might put words in rather unusual 
places!” 

Simone Bendix began her career by 
appearing in several children’s television 
shows in Denmark before moving to Eng- 
land to train as an actress. She appeared 
in numerous stage productions, including 
Company, Aladdin, As You Like It and 
Much Ado About Nothing, before guest- 
starring in the very final episode of 
The Young Indiana Jones Chronicles, 
Transylvania, January 1918. 


Not A Guest! 
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interest in working on a Science Fiction 
series. 

“I always thought it was really funny 
when I got the role because I was never 
into Science Fiction,” she says. “I had 
never watched Star Trek, Star Wars, 
Thunderbirds or any of them; part of me 
always thought that there was something 
weird about the future being so cold and 
empty, with nothing natural about it. 

“I look at other Sci-Fi shows now and 
I think that they’re amazing,” she con- 
tinues. “Now it doesn’t really matter to 
me whether it’s in Space or in the fu- 
ture, I’m interested in the stories and the 
characters.” 


Human Alien 

In Space Precinct, Bendix stars as Of- 
ficer Jane Castle, a human policewoman 
assigned to planet Altor, the crime centre 
of the Galaxy. Together with her loyal 
partner Took, a female Tam, Castle teams 
up with human policemen Patrick Brogan 
(Ted Shackelford) and Jack Haldane (Rob 
Youngblood) to wage war against inter- 
stellar crime. Naturally, the $36 million 
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high-profile show represents a huge learn- 
ing experience for Bendix, and a major 
step forward for her career. 

“This is the biggest project I’ve done 
and it’s also the longest job I’ve ever had,” 
she explains. “It's good to have something 
to work on: you get the chance to do it 
again and again, rather than having to 
come in completely from the outside, do 
an episode and then move out again after- 
wards. It’s really good to have time to 
work with your part and with the people. 

“It’s also a good way to get used to the 
medium,” she adds. “I think television is 
so completely different to the theatre. 
However good the drama schools are, you 
don’t get a lot of television training; if you 
do, you get about two or three weeks. This 
teaches you a good sense of what it's all 
about.” 

Stereotyping? 

According to Bendix. Space Precinct 
is one of the few Sci-Fi series which suc- 
cessfully avoids sexual stereotyping. 
Whereas such shows as Star Trek: The 
Next Generation generally depict 
women in ‘caring’ roles. Space Pre- 
cinct’s resident girl cops Castle andTook 
partake in more than their fair share of 
the action while not sacrificing any of 
their femininity. 
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“Some episodes have had moments 
when Took and I have to play ‘comfort- 
ing roles’, but we have also been able to 
prove that we are both tough,” the actress 
explains. “We’re not stupidly tough 
though, we’re both so-called ‘good 
cops’ who stick to the rules and try to 
get everything done within the rules. 
Speaking from a personal point of view, 
there’s not been any situation where 
Jane’s done something that she’s going 
to regret afterwards; she hasn’t stood 
there going, ‘Oh, my partner’s going to 
die but I don’t care’ or anything like 
that, she’s really conscious about what 
she’s doing and what she mustn’t do." 

Co-Stars 

Bendix has nothing but praise for her 
co-stars and particularly enjoys working 
with the show’s only true British actress, 
Mary Woodvine. who plays Castle’s 
three-eyed, green-skinned Tarn partner, 
Officer Took. 

“On and off screen, Mary’s a great per- 
son,” enthuses Bendix. “We get on really 
well and it’s brilliant to have someone like 


that to work with. The weird thing is that 
when she’s inside the mask and I’m 
speaking to her, I feel like I’m talking 
and acting with Mary and when I see the 
episode afterwards, I'm talking to some- 
one completely different!” 

Many of Space Precinct’s viewers are 
captivated by the love/hate, will they/ 
won’t they relationship between Castle 
and Haldane. Although nothing of signifi- 
cance happens between them during the 
show’s early episodes, Bendix promises 
that their sub-plot will be enlarged upon 
during the latter half of the first season. 

“At first, I used to want to shout, ‘Let’s 
get on with it’," she says. “Things have 
started developing, we’ve all decided that 
we can’t keep their relationship at the 
same stage. Their interaction has already 
become more gentle now, it’s much more 
like a gentle tease and I think that it will 
either develop into a relationship or stay 
like a tease. Haldane's a big flirt any- 
way so I have to play like I don’t care 
in case I lose face, but for some reason 
I do fancy him. 

“At the end of the day, it’s really up to 
Gerry and the writers what happens,” she 


adds. "I guess in that respect we don’t 
have much to say, we just have a say in 
the way we play it. But it would be good 
fun if things do develop.” 

Open Options 

Although the future of Space Precinct 
looks uncertain beyond its first season, 
Bendix has only signed for the initial 24 
episodes and is keen to keep her options 
open anyway. 

“I’d love to be in a situation where I 
finish this year and then decide what I 
want to do,” she says. “I’ve enjoyed it so 
far but if I do decide to stay on the show 
for more than the first year, it has to be 
because I want to do it. 

“So far, it’s been wonderful and I’ll 
probably say yes, but you never know, 
when the time comes, I might think I don’t 
want to do it any longer and you shouldn’t 
do things if you don’t want to them. 
There’s so many other people who would 
love to do them and it wouldn’t be fair, 
but so far I think that it’s been such a 
wonderful job.” 

David Bassom 
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Stab Trek 

The Ashes of Eden 
by William Shatner with Judith 
and Garfield Reeves-Stevens 
Price: £9.99 

Publisher: Simon and Schuster 
Out Now 

D NCE AGAIN. Kirk is in a 
pit of despair concerning 
his increasing age and 
imminent retirement, but during 
a party to celebrate the new 
commander of Starfleet. he 
meets a mysterious woman. 

After an attempt is made on her 
life. Kirk agrees to act as head of 
security for her planet, and is 
soon on the bridge of the first ship 
of her world's new fleet: the 
decommissioned USS Enterprise. 

But the commander of 
Starfleet is as anti-alien as his 
predecessor, and succeeds in 
persuading the rest of Kirk’s 
command crew that their 
erstwhile captain has gone 
renegade. Can Kirk discover the 
deadly secret at the heart of 
paradise, or will the Excelsior 
track him down first? Because if 
the secret is captured, the result 
will be galactic war. 

After making a name as an 
author with his Tek books, it was 
inevitable that Shatner would try 
his hand at a Star TYek novel. 
Exactly how much of the book 
was written by him and how 
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attacked and the mother 
abducted. The eggs are brought 
to Deep Space Nine... but a 
childish prank starts them 
hatching. Unless Kira can rescue 
the mother, the hungry Hortas 
will devour the entire station... 
and if they reach the fusion 
reactors. DS9 will be a cinder 
floating in Space. 

The original Devil in the Dark 
was one of the most terrifying 
and well-written episodes in the 
series, and that led me to 
approach this sequel with 
trepidation. The Horta are a race 
that deserve further investiga- 
tion: Devil in the Sky gives us a 
deeper look into these creatures" 
lives and beliefs, creating a 
believable and sympathetic race. 

The plot is frighteningly 
simple, but — given some of the 
overblown and complicated 
‘epics' of late — refreshingly so. 
On one hand, the baby Hortas’ 
feeding frenzy on board DS9 is 
by turns both hilarious and nail- 
biting, while Kira's assault on 
the Cardassian moon is frenetic, 
frantic, and moving. And the 
resolution of the storyline is 
signposted on page one. but you 
don’t even realize until the end 
— an example of excellent 
plotting. 

Characterization is extremely 
good: Kira's horror and disgust 
upon discovering a slave camp 
full of Bajorans sent a shiver up 
my spine, while Odo's attempts 
to impersonate a Horta are very 
amusing. Ttan, the mother Horta, 
just brims with maternal concern 
and vengeful justice, while the 
villain of the month award most 
certainly goes to the sadistic 
Cardassian Gul Mavek. 

Devil in the Sky is an outstand- 
ing and enjoyable novel, and one 
of die best DS9 books so far. 

Craig Hinton 
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much by his ‘collaborators' is 
unknown, but the writing cannot 
be faulted. The problems lie 
with the subject matter. Am I 
alone in feeling that this ‘I’m 
getting old' whinge that Kirk 
keeps trotting out is both 
tiresome and dull? Thankfully, 
the idea that he is still irresistible 
to women is given an amusing 
and original twist, which helps 
to make it a bit more convinc- 
ing. But the continuation of the 
‘corrupt Starfleet' theme from 
Star Trek VI is well past its 
sell-by date: unoriginal and 
totally unbelievable. It doesn't 
have the weight necessary to 
drive the plot forward: doesn't 
Starfleet vet its personnel? One 
final letdown is the truth behind 
the ultimate weapon that 
everyone is after: when it is 
finally revealed, the words ‘so 
what?' came to mind. 

Having said that. The Ashes of 
Eden is by no means a bad book: 
well written, well-characterized, it 
has an odd compulsion that makes 
it a real page-turner. And as 
hardback specials go, it is 
infinitely better that the dreadful 
Warped. I just wish that Shatner 
had left the Enterprise alone. . . 

Craig Hinton 

The Next Generation 

The Romulan Stratagem 
by Robert Greenberger 
Price: £4.50 

Publisher: Simon and Schuster 
Out Now 

A FTER YEARS of civil war. . 
the planet Eloh has found a 
measure of peace, and 
seeks to take its place among the 
stars. Its rulers have invited 
representatives from the 
Federation and the Romulan 
Empire to present the benefits of 
membership. But Picard's crew 
are disturbed to discover that the 
Romulan ambassador is Sela, the 
vicious daughter of Tasha Yar. 

So when a series of fatal 
incidents rock the planet, the 
culprits seem obvious... until 
Geordi La Forge is caught 
virtually red-handed. Data and 
Sela must join forces to learn who 
wants to disrupt negotiations, 
while Picard must convince the 
Elohsians their best hope for 
peace lies with the Federation. 

Robert Greenberger has 
previously co-written two other 
Star TYek books, but The 
Romulan Strategem is his first 
attempt to write one on his own; 
and a cracker it is, too. 

The plot is refreshingly simple, 
helping to showcase the twists 


and turns Greenberger uses to 
keep us on our toes. Although it 
has its fair share of Science 
Fiction trappings, this book is 
really a cleverly thought out 
detective thriller. The subplot, 
which involves a young man's 
crush on Ro. is fairly light- 
weight. but reaches a hysterical 
conclusion at the end of the 
book, lightening what would 
otherwise be a fairly downbeat 
and depressing last few pages. 

The characters are rich and 
varied, from the love-struck 
James Kelly to the politicians of 
Eloh, whose fear of another civil 
war is brilliantly contrasted with 
their belligerent nature. Then 
there are the Romulans, espe- 
cially Sela: Greenberger paints 
her perfectly, and shows us 
exactly what happened after her 
attempts to further her position in 
the Empire failed so miserably. 

The Romulan Strategem is a 
rollocking good read, and I hope 
Greenberger goes solo again. 

Craig Hinton 

Deep Space Nine 

Devil in the Sky 
by Greg Cox 

and John Gregory Betancourt 
Price: £4.50 

Publisher: Simon and Schuster 
Out Now 

T HE FIRST meeting 

between the silicon Hortas 
of Janus VI did not go well 
in the original series' Devil in 
the Dark, but in the century 
since that tragic misunderstand- 
ing. the Hortas" ability to tunnel 
through rock has made them 
legendary miners. So, when 
Bajor decides to see what 
mineral deposits are left after the 
Cardassian occupation, using a 
Horta and her twenty eggs seems 
ideal... until the transport ship is 
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Star Trek: Voyager 

The Escape 

by Dean Wesley Smith and 
Kristine Kathryn Rusch 
Price: £4.50 

Publisher: Simon and Schuster 
Out Now 

S UFFERING from a 

desperate lack of resources, 
the Voyager discovers a 
derelict planet covered with 
abandoned technology. Torres, 
Harry Kim and Neelix beam 
down to investigate. And vanish. 

It soon becomes clear that they 
have been transported in Time 
and are prisoners of a Time- 
travelling regime, some three 
hundred thousand years ago. As 
Janeway’s crew try to find some 
way to rescue their colleagues, a 
cloaked agent from the regime 
attempts to prevent them from 
discovering the secrets of Time 
travel. But unless they can 
rescue the missing crew mem- 
bers, Torres, Kim and Neelix 
will suffer the penalty for 
unauthorized Time travel: death. 

The Escape is the first original 
Voyager novel. At least that's 
what the blurb proclaims. 
Personally, I found it hard to see 
anything original in this bland 
and hackneyed plot. Describing 
a society based around Time 
travel is an exercise fraught with 
pitfalls, mainly due to the 
paradoxes that result. Smith and 
Rusch's book attempts to deal 
with these paradoxes, but only 
manages to make the whole 
thing a confusing and ridiculous 
mess. Unless I am mistaken, the 
primary source of the Time- 
travelling race is Isaac Asimov's 
The End of Eternity, but The 
Escape has none of its panache. 
A major problem is the alien's 
ability to ‘back-track’: every 
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attempt by Torres et ai to escape 
is dealt with by travelling back 
in Time and stopping it before it 
starts. Unfortunately, that means 
that the lost crewmembers don't 
actually do anything apart from 
sit in a cell for the majority of 
the book while being told what 
they would have done if they 
hadn’t have been stopped. 

Hardly riveting stuff. 

Against this confusion of a 
plot. Smith and Rusch have 
captured the personalities of 
everyone involved, from 
Janeway’s motherly concern for 
her people to Paris's friendship 
with Kim. And their original 
creations — the aliens — are 
well-delineated and generally 
entertaining. But good charac- 
terization and impressive writing 
are no substitute for a paucity of 
plot, and that is The Escape's 
greatest crime. The majority of 
Voyager's early episodes 
spotlight the characters at the 
cost of a good storyline, and The 
Escape is therefore a perfect 
example of the series: interesting 
people doing boring things. 

Craig Hinton 

The Next Generation 

Captain’s Logs Supplemental II 
by Ed Gross and Mark A Altman 
Price: £9.99 
Publisher: Boxtree 
Out Now 

A T LAST, Grass and Altman 
have concluded their in- 
depth and engrossing look 
behind the scenes of Star Trek: 
The Next Generation with this 
seventh season guidebook. As in 
the previous volumes, the cast 
and credits and brief synopsis 
are given for each episode 
followed a bunch of candid 
quotes from the cast and crew 
involved. The honest opinions, 
both positive and negative, are 
refreshing to read and often give 
an insight into why certain story 
decisions were taken. 

With this final volume we are 
also given the added bonus of a 
look at Star Trek Generations 
and a set of transcripts of press 
conference interviews with 
producer Rick Berman, Director 
David Carson, Patrick Stewart. 
Brent Spiner, Malcolm 
McDowell and William Shatner. 
As with the previous Captains' 
Logs books, this is an unlicensed 
product and is only illustrated 
with non Paramount copyright 
material. However, this in no 
way spoils the book which I 
would recommend to anybody 
interested in how the show was 



made. Doubtless there will be 
further volumes on Deep Space 
Nine and Voyager to come. 

John Ainsworth 


Doctor Who 

The Missing Adventures 
The Sorcerer’s Apprentice 
by Christopher Bui is 
. Price: £4.99 
Publisher: Virgin Books 
Out: 20th July 


T HE YEAR is the 14th in the 
reign of Magnus the Third, 
846 AL (After Landfall) 
and the planet is Avalon, the 
destination of Merlin’s skyboat 
which bore the body of King 
Arthur to its rest among the 
stars. By the old reckoning, 
however, it should be an 
advanced 30th Century Earth 
culture and this is the incongru- 
ity that the Doctor. Ian, Susan 
and Barbara must resolve. 

They find, to their incredulity, 
that they are in a medieval 
society where creatures of myth 
and fiction are real. Here be 
dragons, elves, dwarves, wizards 
and witches, not to mention an 
evil sorcerer called Marton Dhal 
and an artefact of power known 
as Merlin's Helm. Recovery of 
the Helm would appear to be the 
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key to countering Dhal's power, so 
a heroic quest is embarked upon to 
find it and bring it to the King. 

On the surface this is a 
preposterous premise for a 
Doctor Who story, but it works 
wonderfully as long as the 
thought of Fantasy literature 
doesn’t make you gag. While the 
Doctor and Ian become Compan- 
ions on the quest for the Helm 
Barbara does her own research 
in the King Magnus's library and 
Susan and the King's daughter 
are held hostage by the scheming 
Dhal. And while this is all going 
on the ordinary people of the 
30th Century face the problem of 
how to make landfall on Avalon 
without crashing — for no 
technology whatsoever works 
upon the planet. 

If you can overcome any 
biases you may have about 
wizards and elves and the heroic 
quest (be reassured by the fact 
that we are not subjected to 
either the dreaded map or the 
superfluous glossary) this will 
come across as a rare treat in the 
Missing Adventures series. 

Bulis’s writing is lucid and 
entertaining and he balances the 
juggling act of the mythical 
medieval society against the real, 
brutal incursion of 30th Century 
power-mongers excellently. The 
Fantasy side of things is 
deliberately stereotyped — right 
down to the Doctor having to 
wear a wizard's pointy hat in 
order to conduct a bit of magic 
of his own — and the source 
material is rather transparent (a 
sort of cross between The Lord 
of the Rings and The Sword in 
the Stone), but you’ll never 
forget Bulis’s descriptions of the 
night skies of Avalon, and that 
makes it all worthwhile. 

Deanne Holding 

Doctor Who 

The New Adventures 
Sky Pirates! 
by David Stone 
Price: £4.99 
Publisher: Virgin Books 
Out: 20th July 

T HE SYSTEM: a region of 
Space with its own, bizarre 
laws of physics, laws that 
defy description. Against this 
backdrop, the mixed population 
of humans and aliens is losing its 
battle with the shape-changing 
Sloathes, disgusting monsters 
with alarming personal habits. 
Meanwhile. Benny persuades the 
Doctor that she needs a holiday, 
but nobody is prepared for the 
reality bomb that almost 
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destroys the TARDIS and 
plunges its crew into the heart of 
the System and into the wierdest 
adventure you'll ever read... 

Sky Pirates! takes the New 
Adventures series into previously 
uncharted regions — namely 
humour. Dave Stone has a 
writing style that comes across 
as Terry Pratchett meets Douglas 
Adams and a large quantity of 
LSD. Although this won't be to 
everyone’s tastes — personally. I 
found it pretty hard going — 
there is no denying that Dave is 
a talented and skilful writer: my 
only complaint is that he 
occasionally comes across as 
being too clever for his own 
good. But this can be overlooked 
given lines such as ‘she didn’t 
want to go down the marmoset's 
hole and eat his magic jam tarts’. 

Cwej and Forrester grace the 
pages of Sky Pirates! as fully 
formed companions, while 
Benny is as delightful as ever. As 
for the Doctor. . . this book 
redefines his character and his 
abilities, and hints at secrets 
almost too terrible to contem- 
plate. The rest of the motley 
assemble are by turns sympa- 
thetic, terrifying, and downright 
hysterical, and I found myself 
worrying about all of them! 

Beneath the outright humour, 
there is a very strong plot, which 
touches on ancient Time Lord 
history and shows just what a 
nasty bunch they really are. This 
is a ‘quest’ book, with various 
factions seeking the mythical 
Eyes of the Schirron, while the 
Doctor quietly manipulates from 
the sidelines. 

Sky Pirates! is funny, weird, 
and disturbing at times, and will 
not appeal to everyone. But it 
deserves to be read, if only for 
the marmoset's magic tarts. 

Craig Hinton 
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Doctor Who 

The Discontinuity Guide 
by Paul Cornell, Martin Day 
and Keith Topping 
Price: £4.99 
Publisher: Virgin Books 
Out Now 

I N THE introduction the 
authors say ‘Whether you nod 
your head in agreement or 
throw the book across a crowded 
train bellowing “Unworthy of 
the diamond logo!" it’s all the 
same to us’ and. predictably, 
both emotions seized me. along 
with frequent bouts of laughter 
and petty fits of annoyance. 

To begin with the nodding in 
agreement: this book is painstak- 
ingly researched and absolutely 
bursting at the seams with 
information. It covers every 
episode of the programme 
including the The Dimensions in 
Time disaster (not nearly enough 
humorous content here), with 
occasional ‘extras' of boxed 
sections detailing the histories of 
obvious Doctor Who regulars 
such as the Daleks, Cybermen, et 
al together with the less obvious 
such as the TARDIS scanner and 
the subject of Shrinking. From a 
design point of view I would 
have preferred these sections to 
have been given a separate 
chapter all to themselves (and 
cross-referenced) but then you 
can’t have everything. 

Each story is broken down into 
sub-headings of Roots, Fluffs, 
Goofs, Dialogue Triumphs and 
Disasters, Continuity, and the 
Bottom Line (the authors' 
summation of the worthiness or 
otherwise of the story). Fre- 
quently there are other sub-heads 
such as Fashion Victims (this is a 
common cause of hilarity). 
Technobabble (delicious) and 
Double Entendres — which 
triggered the impulse to hurl the 
book in the bin. In seeking to 
find every single comment that 
can be construed as smutty this 
triumvirate have really scraped 
the bottom of the barrel, and in 
many cases it just doesn’t come 
across on the printed page. This 
sort of thing works best when 
you, along with your mates, have 
had several pints and the hottest 
vindaloo you can find and then 
swifch on the video. It doesn’t 
work when you're alone, stone 
cold sober and facing the 
prospect of sardines on toast for 
supper. This also goes for some 
of the ‘fluffs' because, taken out 
of context, many are not 
spontaneously funny. You have 



to have a video recording of the 
programme under discussion 
playing in your head to appreci- 
ate some of them. 

So, the Bottom Line: Generally 
speaking, funny and informative 
— a difficult combination, and 
one that this trio have made to 
work surprisingly well. As a 
reference book it is less successful 
as you have to know where to 
look before you get anywhere, but 
as I suspect the target readership 
will have no problem with this it 
doesn't matter. And you have to 
consider seriously that if it 
matters, does it matter that it 
matters? 


Deanne Holding 


Quantum Leap 

Pulitzer 

by L Elizabeth Storm 
Price: £4.99 
Publisher: Boxtree 
Out Now 



M aryland, usa, June 

15th 1975. Sam Beckett 
leaps into Dr Weizheng 
Xiao, a psychiatrist at Bethesda 
Naval Hospital. Although Al 
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claims that the Time-traveller’s 
mission is to stop a distraught 
officer from committing suicide, 
Sam is more interested in 
another of his patients: a newly 
released POW accused of 
collaborating with his Vietnam- 
ese captors. The officer in 
question is Lt Al Calavicci. 

While Al faces the worst 
homecoming anyone could ever 
imagine, an ambitious freelance 
reporter, Tess Conroy, seeks to 
expose a government cover-up 
involving a Pulitzer prize- 
winning shot of an American 
POW in Vietnam. Although the 
Army claims that the photo was 
taken by one of their officers, the 
evidence suggests that it was the 
work of Maggie Dawson, a 
freelance photographer who died 
accompanying a rescue mission 
led by Captain Tom Beckett. As 
Conroy comes closer to uncover- 
ing the truth, she draws nearer 
and nearer to Lt Calavicci. 

Quantum Leap novels take a 
giant step forward with Pulitzer , 
a brilliantly-conceived, intelli- 
gent and thoroughly enjoyable 
sequel to the third season classic, 
The Leap Home Part II - 
Vietnam. L Elizabeth Storm 
deftly interweaves the three 
storylines involving collabora- 
tion, suicide and conspiracy and 
does justice to all of them. 

Sam, for once, takes a back 
seat to Al, who is perfectly 
characterized both in the past and 
the future and even gets to say 
the immortal line, "Ain’t that a 
kick in the butt?” Storm builds 
the suspense beautifully and 
manages to make you wonder 
whether Al is indeed a traitor, 
despite the fact that you are fully 
aware you don’t know the full 
circumstances of events. There’s 
even the seemingly-requisite 
loathing of Donna Eleese, Sam’s 
wife, who is depicted here as 
bitter and selfish — did any of 
the show's female fans like her? 

Thoroughly recommended. 

David Bassom 


A-Z of Quantum Leap 

By Julie Barrett 
Price: £6.99 
Boxtree 
Out now 


W HAT WERE the laws of 
Quantum Leaping? 
Where did Sam Beckett 
first meet Al Calavicci? Who 
was Donna Eleese? What is a 
fermi suit? And when did Sam 
share a boat cruise with 
Margaret Thatcher? All these 
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TVZflNfE | 




interview 




R oxann BIGGS-DAWSON, 
who’s currently spending most 
of her waking hours as B’Elanna 
Torres, the hot-headed Chief En- 
gineer on Star Trek Voyager says, “the 
hours are long, but what’s great is that 
you’re surrounded by terrific people”. Her 
character is a member of a rebel group, the 
Maquis, who reluctantly team up with the 
crew of Voyager when both groups are 
transported many light years from home. 

“It’s a great group,” the actress continues 
from the set of Voyager, where she’s just 
wrapping up the latest episode of the popu- 
lar Star Trek spin-off series. “There’s always 
someone to lean on here. I've been in so many 
group settings like this, but I’ve never come 
across a group that’s jelled so quickly.” 


Getting the Part 


Roxann Biggs-Dawson has been earning 
a living in show business since the mid-’ 80 s, 
first on stage, and then in the American soap, 
Another World. She’s appeared in feature 
films such as Guilty By Suspicion and 
Bound By Honor, as well as the recent di- 
rect-to-video sequel to Darkman. and has 
made numerous television guest appear- 
ances. The actress is also no stranger to epi- 
sodic tv, thanks to recurring roles in Night- 
ingales and The Round Table. When her 
agent scheduled an audition for Voyager 
Biggs-Dawson turned up, virtually without 
a clue as to the enormity of the series. None- 
theless. the show’s producers must have seen 
something they liked, because Biggs- 
Dawson was one of the first actors they cast, 
and one of their only choices for the role. 

“Actually, it was unusual, because this 
was one of the easier audition processes 
for me. There have been many more dif- 
ficult ones. I went in early on in the audi- 
tioning process, and I don’t recall a lot of 
people being there yet. I know they saw a 
lot of people after me, and I didn’t hear 
from them for quite a while. The next 
thing I knew, I was being called back to 
go to the network, and then was called in 
one more time and then had the role, so it 
was unusual in that respect. I had been 
through many gruelling audition proc- 
esses before, but this one seemed to come 
quite naturally and wasn’t as horrifying 
as some of the others. When it’s drawn 
out, that’s when it gets painful, and this 
wasn’t. I was either the first or second | 
person cast in the series, so it happened 
very quickly for me.” 

Apart from the odd temper tantrum or 
crewman's broken nose, most of Torres’s 
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is usually saddled with. As the ship’s Chief 
Engineer, Torres gets more than her share 
of ‘tech talk.’ 

“I get a lot of it, and I’ve gone through 
stages. As soon as I discovered that I was 
going to be getting the brunt of it, I pan- 
icked a bit and went through a couple of 
episodes being completely horrified of it. 
Since then, it’s gradually become much 
easier. I’ve been surprised in the last few 
episodes that it feels very natural now, so 
I’m getting better at it. It’s also starting to 
make more sense. 

“Also, because the world of Star Trek 
is so brilliantly structured, you come back 
to words you’ve used before, in similar 
context. It really does end up making 
sense. It doesn’t make sense at first, be- 
cause you don’t know what all these terms 
mean, but when you start to say, ‘Oh, 
that’s right, I’ve said something before in 
reference to this, and it does link into what 
I’m talking about’, so you become famil- 
iar with that phrase and can use it again. 
It’s just like becoming familiar with any 
other new language or technology, and 
what’s wonderful is it actually starts to 
make sense, in some warped sort of way.” 

Star Trek Phenomenon 

Getting used to the tongue-twisting dia- 
logue was only the tip of the iceberg for 
Biggs-Dawson, who soon discovered she 
was now part of the vast cultural phenom- 
enon called Star Trek. 

“I’m still not used to it yet,” the actress 
notes. “I’m very much aware that the fans 
know a hell of a lot more about this than I 
do. It's interesting to step into something 
where the fans are welcoming you into 
their world, because you also have to be 
rvzoNE | 
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emotional conflicts have been internal in 
nature. Trying to find a performance level 
for the half-human, half-Klingon former 
Maquis member was one of Biggs- 
Dawson’s earliest challenges. “It’s basi- 
cally the first step in the right direction,” 
she explains. “I still feel as I watch every 
episode that it’s going to take me another 
year to fully realize this character, who 
has so many complexities. I feel there’s 
so much growth and fine-tuning that I 
have to do with here, and also learning 
how to use the mask and make it come 
alive on camera. I’ve only got half of my 
face showing, and it’s learning how to 
manipulate the rubber on your face and 
make that character come alive. There’s a 
lot of growth, and I’m making some steps 
in the right direction, but I don’t feel the 
character has been fully realized yet.” 


Klingon Make-up 


Torres as one of an 
away team in the 
episode State of Flux 


fully human and fully Klingon. As I was 
playing the full Klingon character, I found 
out how gruelling it really was. That 
would be something very difficult to sus- 
tain and to find variety in a long term situ- 
ation, but I think we’ve found the right 
balance. It heightens her conflict as well, 
because Worf is very proud of his Klingon 
heritage and what goes with that whole 
aspect of it, whereas my character wants 
to deny her Klingon side. She wants to be 
more human, and that sets up a turmoil 
inside her, which is different and inter- 
esting. That makes it a better choice to 
lean more towards the human side, be- 
cause what she’s aspiring to do is deny 
that Klingon side of her." 

Tech Talk 

On a more mundane level, Biggs- 
Dawson also had trouble with the com- 
plicated technical dialogue her character 


In order for the show’s creators to find 
the right human/Klingon look for Torres, 
Biggs-Dawson had to undergo numerous 
hair and make-up tests until the proper 
mix was achieved. 

“We went through several tests, trying 
to find the right combination. At one point, 
they were questioning whether she would 
have the Klingon teeth, what the hair 
would be like and generally how far 
Klingon she would go. It also needed to 
be something that I felt I could work in 
for long periods of time. Most of the 
Klingon women that have been on Star 
Trek have been guest stars not regulars. 

“The Klingon make-up, with the teeth 
and everything else, is very gruelling. I 
know that now, because we just did an 
episode where they split me in half, into 
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careful that you’re making it your own. 
You can’t allow yourself to be swept away 
by the enormity of it, that everything you 
do still has your own stamp is something 
original. You can’t let yourself be caught 
up in this whole phenomena.” 

That lesson soon became apparent to the 
cast, thanks to the wall-to-wall press cov- 
erage that took place during the filming 
of the two-hour pilot. Caretaker. “It was 
actually difficult to work during those first 
few weeks, because there was no way to 
escape the press and what was happen- 
ing. We really needed time on our own to 
sit in a corner and be able to concentrate, 
but there was always something going on 
that was bigger than the moment you were 
trying to put on film. That was a challenge, 
but now that things have settled down a 
bit more, there’s more time to concentrate 
on the work. Shooting the pilot was very 
difficult in that respect.” 

Director Winrich Kolbe 

Whatever difficulties there may have 
been during the first few weeks of film- 
ing were made more bearable by veteran 
TNG/DS9 director Winrich Kolbe [who 
discussed his work on the Voyager pilot 
in Starburst Special #24]. According to 
Biggs-Dawson, “He was wonderful to 
work with, and in fact we’ve just finished 
another episode together. He’s a great di- 
rector, because you can close your eyes 
and fly, trusting that he’ll catch you if you 
go in the wrong direction. When you can 
trust a director that way, it allows you to 
take more risks than you would normally 
take. You don’t have to watch yourself as 
much because he’s doing it for you. He’s 
a great person to rely on, and he has a very 
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bizarre sense of humour. On the first day, 
he showed me the engineering set where 
I would be spending most of my time and 
said, ‘Now this is the area where you’ll 
be shovelling coal, because that's how the 
ship runs'. 1 nodded, wide-eyed, and ran 
back to the encyclopaedia, and then called 
my husband and said, ‘Can you believe 
this ship runs on coal?’ I actually thought 
1 would be down there shovelling.” 

With most of Voyager’s first season 
officially ‘in the can’, as they say in Hol- 
lywood, Biggs-Dawson has already 
amassed a number of personal highlights 
regarding her character. “I’m still com- 
ing down from the episode we just did. It 
was wonderfully written, and I got to work 
with Rick again. It was nice to do an epi- 
sode like this, and also to be completely 
out of make-up as a human, then be able 
to go in as a full Klingon. My character 
gets split into two parts, and the wonder- 
ful thing about the writing was that it in- 
formed me so much about the inner strug- 
gle of my character. I feel that from now 
on, I know much about B’Elanna when 
she’s ‘normal’. 

“I’m so much more informed now, be- 
cause of what I just went through in the 
last week and a half in this episode. It was 
so distilled, having this separation into 
two parts, and actually having them at war 
with each other was just amazing. You’re 
not handed something like to work on in 
other series. It’s a real gift for an actor to 
be able to attempt something like that. It 
was a wonderful experience, being chal- 
lenged and inspired by the writing. 

“That was the most exciting moment for 
me. I’ve loved different moments from 
almost every episode. Even if there’s even 
a few seconds in it that tell me more about 
my character and who she is, and even 
when you’re not the focus of the episode, 
they’re very good at writing for your char- 
acter. You may only have one scene, and 
it will have one line in it that makes you 
say, ‘Oh my God, that tells me some 
more’. That’s always interesting to me, 
and the writing seems to provide a con- 
stant discovery, even when you're not the 
main focus. I’m very happy with what 
we’ve done so far.” 

Off-Screen 

The actress admits she doesn’t see much 
of her co-stars away from the set, although 
their hectic shooting schedules don’t al- 
low much time for off-screen activities 
anyway. “We all go back to our own lives, 
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Commander Paris comes to the rescue, 
helping Torres from the underground 
city that was her prison in the pilot 
episode The Caretaker 


because we spend 1 8-hour days together 
when we’re working, and I think that’s 
enough!” she jokes. 

“Maybe at some point when we have 
an extended break, but otherwise, we’re 
pretty much together all the time. We 
don’t really have a lot of time to hang out 
anyway, so we all want to go home and 
spend time with our families. I’d like to 
have more time to spend with my husband 
and my dog. I haven’t seen my close 
friends in three months, and it’s been very 
difficult to catch up with them and catch 
up with my normal life.” 

While some of Voyager’s cast members 
look forward to working on other projects 
during their down time from the series, 
Biggs-Dawson isn’t sure if she’s one of 
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them yet. “It’s not easy to say, because I 
haven’t gone through it yet. I’m in the 
middle of working right now, and don’t 
want to stop. I don’t know how I'll feel at 
the end of the season. I may just want to 
collapse for a few months, but 1 love 
working. If I found something interest- 
ing, I’d probably want to do that too.” 

Putting aside thoughts of work for a 
few moments, Roxann Biggs-Dawson 
admits she has a few more leisurely pur- 
suits in mind for her first shore leave 
from Star Trek: Voyager. "I’d like to 
go to Mexico and walk on a beach," she 
says hopefully, “just relax and not have 
to wear make-up for at least a week. 
That’s sounds perfect for me!” 

Joe Nazzaro 
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questions, and hundreds more, 
are answered in The A-Z of 
Quantum Leap, the ultimate 
guide to the hit Time-travel saga. 

As well as detailed listings for 
all the people and places 
featured in Quantum Leap. 

Julie Barrett’s mind-bogglingly 
meticulous encyclopedia also 
explains the show's pseudo- 
scientific concepts, such as 
Genetic Field Transference and 
Psychosynergize, and includes a 
concise episode guide. Clearly 
the work of a die-hard Leap fan, 
the A-Z even manages to address 
the show’s glaringly obvious 
internal contradictions (Why, for 
instance, did Ziggy change sex 
in the fourth season? And when 
did A1 start to see Sam as 
himself, rather than the person 
he has become?) and give the 
series a level of continuity that, 
to be brutally honest, it never 
really had in the first place. 

Although nit-pickers might 
complain about the book’s lack 
of illustration (there’s a mere 
eight pages of generic colour 
photos in the centre) or that the 
character biographies could 
easily have been accompanied 
with names of their real-life 
alter-egos, in its finished form, 
The A-Z of Quantum Leap 
remains an admirable achieve- 
ment which is guaranteed to 
have even the most knowledg- 
able of leapers jumping for joy. 

David Bassom 


Doctor Who 

The Mark of the Rani 
Price: £11.99 
BBC Video 
Out: 3rd July 


nHERE’S A lot of muscle 
thrown at The Mark of the 
I Rani. There are first rate 



actors such as Kate O’ Mara. 
Gawn Grainger and Terence 
Alexander, a top drama director 
in the form of Sarah Hellings, a 
chunk of location filming at the 
Ironbridge Gorge Museum and 
the sort of costume, make-up and 
set design only the BBC could 
muster. And still they all sink 
under the weight of Pip and Jane 
Baker’s excruciating script. 

A Time Distortion brings the 
TARDIS to Nineteenth Century 
England, where Luddite riots are 
disturbing the peace. However, 
the Doctor discovers that the 
unrest is caused by the Time 
Lord exile the Rani, who is 
extracting chemicals from the 
brains of local inhabitants to 
control her slaves on Miasimia 
Goria. Also on the scene is the 
Master, who attempts to con- 
vince the Rani that together they 
could rule the Universe... 

The Mark of the Rani is a 
shambles feigning to be televi- 
sion entertainment, and while 
everyone soldiers on bravely — 
particularly Kate O’ Mara in her 
Doctor Who debut — the 
audience quickly loses interest 
because there is absolutely no 
story. This could be a case of too 
many renegade Time Lords 
spoiling the plot, but the Bakers’ 
response is to have the Rani 
continually inventing booby 
traps — not because this adds 
anything to the narrative, but 
because the whole thing would 
grind to a halt without them. 

Of course, the fifty-minute 
episode format — the failed 
experiment which dogged all the 
stories in the twenty-second 
season — does not help. Yet 
while some writers might have 
utilized this to expand their 
characters, the Bakers opt for the 
easy option of pointless run- 


arounds and blatant padding. 

Peppered with appalling and 
pretentious dialogue ("Do the 
humans worry about the lesser 
species when they sink their 
teeth into a pork chop”), some 
ropey accents and the worst 
period anachronism ever to 
appear in the show (in episode 
one a large billboard offering 
Cream Teas is clearly visible!), 
The Mark of the Rani misses the 
mark by a mile. 

David Richardson 

Doctor Who 

Time and the Rani 
Price: £11.99 
BBC Video 
Out: 3rd July 

I N HER second and final 
Doctor Who adventure (no... 

I haven’t forgotten Dimen- 
sions in Time), the Rani draws 
the TARDIS to the planet 
‘Lakertya, unintentionally 
(inexplicably!) triggering the 
Doctor’s sixth regeneration. 

The renegade Time Lady is on 
the verge of controlling Time 
throughout the Universe, but 
first, disguised as Mel, she must 
manipulate the amnesiac Doctor 
into repairing her laboratory. 
Meanwhile, her bat-like servants, 
the Tetraps. control the local 
populace, and the real Mel has 
been found by the rebel Ikona. 

And they are all doomed as the 
Rani’s evil plot reaches fruition... 

Virtually everyone gives their 
best in Time and the Rani: 
McCoy provides an unsettled but 
promising d£but. Bonnie 
Langford energetically plays the 
companion role in the tradition 
of the screamer, and there’s a 
sterling support cast that 
includes Mark Greenstreet, 
Donald Pickering and Wanda 
Ventham. The visuals are some 
of the best ever seen in the show, 
from the splendid costumes and 
make-up for the Lakertyans, to 
the quite stunning video effects 
for the Rani's vicious mantraps. 

The problem — yup, you 
guessed it — lies with the script, 
a patchy effort that lacks any real 
thrust. The first two episodes fare 
the worst, with the preposterous 
scenes of the Rani impersonating 
Mel. Kate O’Mara does a good 
job at imitating Bonnie Lang- 
ford's traits, but the idea is absurd 
nevertheless, and there's no 
denying that in drag queen make- 
up and huge red wig the actress 
looks more like Lily Savage than 
Melanie Bush. 

Although the numerous close 
ups do them no favours, the 



Tetraps are one of the more 
successful latter-day Doctor 
Who monsters, and perhaps if 
the show had survived more than 
another two seasons they might 
have made a return. 

Despite some quite splendid 
scenes (the Rani’s awe-inspiring 
'bubble traps’. Faroon's discov- 
ery of her daughter’s death). 

Time and the Rani never rises 
above the average because so 
much of the narrative is con- 
trived. As such it’s definitely the 
weakest of all the regeneration 
stories, but — thanks to the quite 
eye-catching design work — at 
least it’s the most colourful. 

David Richardson 

Deep Space Nine 

Volumes 3.6 & 3.7 
Price: £11.99 
CIC Video 
Out Now 

V OLUME 3.6 brings Past 
Tense, a dramatic two-part 
story featuring Dax, Bashir 
and Sisko. who are inadvertently 
thrown back in Time to a social 
watershed of the 21st Century. 
Although it is reminiscent of the 
original series episode. The City 
on the Edge of Forever, it is 
possibly the best offering yet 
from Deep Space Nine. 

Sisko and Bashir endure the 
hardship of confinement and 
share the despair of the inmates 
who have been all but aban- 
doned by the authorities. There 
are three categories of people in 
there: ‘gimmes' who are decent 
people and their families who 
are unemployed, nasty 'ghosts' 
who prey on them and mentally 
disturbed 'dims' who should be 
undergoing treatment. Jadzia is 
on the outside with the elite who 
are blissfully unaware of the 
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tragedy, believing the govern- 
ment’s propaganda. The tense 
drama is offset by wonderful 
comedy interludes as O'Brien 
and Kira jump in and out of 
Time searching for their friends. 

Sisko has to step in to fulfil the 
destiny of Gabriel Bell who is 
killed, trying to defend Bashir 
and his commander. Star Trek is 
not optimistic about the social 
climate of the next century but 
reassures us that this will be the 
turning point and the future 
beyond that will be better. 

Volume 3.7 opens with Life 
Support, which is not that strong, 
despite having a dramatic 
backbone. Following his initial 
introduction during the final 
episode the first season Bariel 
seemed destined to chosen as the 
next Kai. In an interesting move 
he became Kira’s lover but, in 
the race to become the next Kai. 
he was finally defeated by the 
scheming Vedek Winn. 

Life Support sees Kai Winn 
take advantage when she insists 
she cannot complete a crucial 
negotiation without Bariel. 

Bariel has been seriously injured 
and is fighting for his life but 
puts the good of Bajor before his 
own needs. 

In no way is this an action 
episode, and most scenes are 
wordy expositions in sickbay. 
Although the tone is rather grim, 
the conclusion does advance the 
religious leadership story arc. 

Heart of Stone continues the 
Kira/Odo story which began in 
Meridian. Rene Auberjonois is 
splendid as Odo in this story of 
acceptance, and shows some 
cracks in his armour, which are 
attributable to Major Kira. 

Almost the entire episode takes 
place within a single subterra- 
nean cave on a deserted moon 
and this could have made the 
episode visually uninspiring. In 
contrast, the ‘B’ story takes 
place on the station and follows 
Nog’s determination to become 
the first Ferengi in Starfleet. 

Stuart Clark 


Star Trek: Voyager 

Volume 1 
Price: £11.99 
CIC Video 
Out Now 

A T LAST we get the chance 
to buy our own copy of 
Caretaker to watch over 
and over again. However, some 
may find that viewing it once is 
quite enough! 

The title sequence is a well 
executed but bland collage of 
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Voyager fly-bys. Voyager goes 
past sun. Voyager goes through 
nebula. Voyager goes through 
planetary rings etc. Jerry Gold- 
smith's main theme is an improve- 
ment on Deep Space Nine’s but 
still lacks the pioneering spirit of 
the themes for the original series 
or Next Generation. 

Captain Janeway and her crew 
depart from DS9 in pursuit of a 
missing renegade Maquis ship. 
They are catapulted to the far 
reaches of the galaxy by an 
entity known only as the 
Caretaker. They team up with the 
Maquis crew and are later joined 
by the alien rag and bone man, 
Neelix, and his girlfriend Kes. 

The Voyager characters have 
obviously been well thought 
through, and one can only assume 
that so much time was spent on 
their development there was little 
time left to work on the plot. 

A super intelligent alien being 
that despite its immense 
knowledge lacks some basic 
human characteristics. The 
illusion of an Earth-like setting 
and situation. A race of people 
who rely on the benign assist- 
ance of a God-like being... These 
are all familiar concepts that we 
have seen time and again in all 
the various Star TVeks. Unfortu- 
nately, they are all very much to 
the fore in Caretaker. Perhaps in 
their attempts to be faithful to 
Trek in this opening episode, the 
writers were keen to remain in 
familiar territory. If so, they have 
achieved their goal. 

Kate Mulgrew as Captain 
Janeway immediately makes her 
mark on the series in exactly the 
same way that Avery Brooks 
didn’t as Sisko on DS9. There is 
no doubt that Mulgrew brings a 
very definite authority to the role 
without sacrificing her feminin- 




ity. With a voice like gravel and 
a well kept hairdo as a top 
priority, she gets the thumbs up 
from me. 

Some aspects of the plot are 
never clearly explained, such as 
the nasty rash contracted by 
Torres and Kim. The viewer will 
also probably be as surprised as 1 
was to find that the race of 
apparently primitive savages 
encountered by Janeway later 
turn up in Space with a giant 
battle cruiser that would give the 
Borg a run for their money. 

In short, as a story. Caretaker 
stinks. However, the ship, the 
characters and their potential 
relationships with each other are 
extremely promising. With some 
good scripts. Star Trek: Voyager 
promises to be a huge success. 

John Ainsworth 

Red Dwarf VI 

Byte 2 

Price: £11.99 
BBC Video 
Out Now 

T HINGS GO from bad to 
worse during the second 
half of Red Dwarfs sixth 
season, as writers Rob Grant and 
Doug Naylor reach new levels of 
unoriginality. 

Despite their persistent claims 
to the contrary. Polymorph II - 
Emohawk, is little more than an 
elaborate encore for two of the 
show’s most popular guest 
characters: 'Ace’ Rimmer 
(“What a guy”) and Dwayne 
Dibley (“The Duke of Dork"). 
There certainly isn’t anything 
else of note in this pointless and 
pathetic episode, which concerns 
the search for replacement 
engine parts, a domestic alien 
that feeds on emotions and 
Lister’s wedding. At least the 
studio audience is having fun. 

Not even a society composed 
of Rimmer clones can save • 
Rimmerworld from the 
intergalactic waste bin. Although 
the episode boasts one of Red 
Dwarfs finest premises, 
financial constraints clearly 
prevent Messrs Grant and Naylor 
from exploring the storyline's 
tantalizing possibilities, leaving 
viewers destined for disappoint- 
ment and despair. Still, looking 
on the bright side, Chris Barrie is 
as excellent as ever and the 
sequence in which Rimmer 
creates his own civilization — a 
clever spoof of the Book of 
Genesis — is hilarious. 

The show’s fortunes improve 
somewhat for the season finale. 
Out of Time, in which the crew 



overcome ‘unreality bubbles’ in 
order to reach a futuristic base 
and meet their future selves — 
or do they? A refreshingly 
entertaining plotline, with 
delightful performances from 
Chris Barrie, Robert Llewellyn 
and Danny John-Jules as the 
amoral, jet-setting future 
Dwarfers, Out of Tune is solid 
Red Dwarf fare, although the 
cliff-hanger is both obvious and 
unnecessary... Unless the 
producers feared that an increas- 
ingly desperate and directionless 
Sci-Fi sitcom wouldn't get a 
seventh season without some 
brutally obvious reason. 

David Bassom 


Babylon 5 

Volume 2 
Price: £11.99 
Beyond Vision 
Out Now 


I N Born to the Purple. 
Ambassador Londo falls for 
the charms of the exotic 
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dancer Adira. But Adira is the 
slave of the scheming Trantis, who 
is using her to obtain top secret 
files he can sell to the Nam. 

A somewhat slow paced effort 
from Larry DiTillio, this episode 
remains unremarkable aside 
from some wonderful comic 
vignettes featuring Stephen Furst 
as Centauri attache Vir. Mary 
Woronov also gives a memorable 
turn as Nam attache Ko'Dath, but 
ultimately Bom to the Purple is 
just a little... colourless. 

It’s the second anniversary of 
Babylon 5 in Infection, and ISN 
news are seeking an interview 
with Commander Sinclair. 
Meanwhile. Vance Hendricks, an 
old archeologist friend of Dr 
Franklin, and his assistant 
Nelson Drake have smuggled 
some artefacts from the dead 
world Icara 7 onto the station. 
Vance thinks they will make his 
fortune, but one of these 
examples of organic technology 
infects Nelson, and the hybrid 
creature runs amok. 

The first episode of Babylon 5 
to be filmed (after the pilot). 
Infection shows signs of a 
production team finding its way. 
David McCallum is strangely 
below par in his guest star turn 
as Vance, and battles with some 
variable dialogue (including a 
speech lifted almost directly 
from Blade Runner), while the 
regular cast are not yet settled 
enough in their own roles to 
compensate for this. 

Although by no means a bad 
piece of television (the design 
for the symbiotic creature is 
quite splendid), it is standard 
monster-on-the-loose fare which 
could belong to any SF series. 
And for a show like Babylon 5, 
which has firmly established its 
own identity, that comes as being 
something of a disappointment. 

Richard Houldsworth 

The X-Files 

Volumes 3 & 4 
Price: £11.99 
FoxVideo 
Out Now 

J ERSEY DEVIL opens in 
New Jersey, 1947. A man is 
dragged away by an unseen 
predator, and the part-eaten 
corpse is later found by the 
police, who destroy the beast. 
Then some fifty years later 
Mulder and Scully investigate as 
events appear to be repeating 
themselves. 

After a promising start, Jersey 
Devil proves to be the first duff 
episode of The X-Files. The 


convincing atmosphere, so 
carefully built up over the 
previous four stories, is quickly 
dispersed by the disappointing 
devil itself — an actress in a 
scruffy wig daubed in dirt. 

Shadows is more successful. 
When two corpses are found 
with their necks crushed from 
inside. Mulder and Scully follow 
a trail to secretary Lauren Kyte. 
whose boss Howard Graves was 
recently murdered. 

Initially promising to be a tale of 
an individual with psychokinetic 
powers, and ultimately becoming 
an effective ghost story, Shadows 
is the series at its most chilling. 
There are some fine Horror 
sequences: a bath filling with 
blood, photographs of Lauren 
alone with a ghostly figure by her 
side, and some gruesome 
murders... This is probably not 
one to watch at night alone! 

In Ghost in the Machine a 
modem office block becomes a 
deathtrap when its Central 
Operating System — an artificial 
intelligence — takes steps to 
defend itself. A death by 
electrocution brings the FBI in to 
investigate, but when an agent is, 
Mulder attempts to destroy COS 
before others learn its secrets. 

Sound familiar? Yes. of course 
it does. Fantasy series have been 
here countless times before, and 
everything from Doctor Who to 
The New Avengers has had its 
own spin on an idea originally 
tried out in 2001: A Space 
Odyssey. As if they’re just a 
little embarrassed by the 
borrowed plot-line, writers Alex 
Gansa and Howard Gordon 
throw in their own little homage 
to Hal by having COS ask 'What 
are you doing Brad?' as Mulder 
attempts to shut it down. Best 
stick to the UFOs and home- 


grown mutants, guys. 

On the other hand, I loved Ice, 
in which Mulder and Scully are 
part of a team sent to a remote 
Alaskan outpost to investigate, 
the deaths of a group of scien- 
tists. Alien parasites, frozen in 
the ice for millions of years, 
have been released, and the 
agents face the possibility that 
they too have become infected. 

At first threatening to be a 
rather obvious take-off of The 
Thing. Ice soon establishes itself 
as a tautly directed, gripping 
study in paranoia. Writers Glen 
Morgan and James Wong take one 
set a handful of characters and a 
parasite that destroys its host and 
create a tense — and sometimes 
quite unsettling to watch — 
combination of high drama and 
horror. Ten out of ten chaps. 

David Richardson 

Moonlighting 

Two Episodes 
Price: £11.99 
Video Gems 
Out Now 

I N North by North Dipesto, 
agents and spies are searching 
for a laundry sack containing 
stolen top secret plans. The tag 
number was passed to Ms 
Dipesto at the Detectives Ball, 
and when her date for the 
evening is murdered, Agnes 
finds herself the next target. 

North by North Dipesto is a 
fast-moving yarn that allows the 
wonderful Allyce Beasley centre 
stage as Ms Dipesto, taking her 
away from the phones of Blue 
Moon and letting her dance, 
snog and get all the best lines 
(“Death after the first date does 
not do a lot for your self- 
confidence”). Superb at convinc- 
ingly playing somebody totally 
scatty, Beasley proves that she 
can easily carry the show alone. 
Among the highlights are the 
hilarious truth serum scene, and 
a denouement in which Ms 
Dipesto faces death by laundry 
— pure classic Avengers stuff. 

Can an escape artist cheat 
death? That's the question raised 
in In God We Strongly Suspect, 
as the Great Kandinski dies 
during his act, and his wife hires 
David and Maddie to guard the 
corpse. Kandinski studied the 
occult, and threatened his wife 
that after his death he would 
return to kill her. When 
Kandinski’s body disappears 
overnight, and he keeps his 
promise, David and Maddie are 
forced to accept that the escape 
artist has "ceased to be deceased". 


With an ingenious plot that 
holds the viewer's attention right 
until the closing moments. In 
God We Strongly Suspect is an 
example of top-notch Moon- 
lighting. Successfully combin- 
ing high comedy, fantasy, drama 
and standard detective fiction, 
the episode appeals on numerous 
levels when it could so easily 
have been a complete mess. And 
I love the introduction, in which 
Maddie and David reveal to the 
viewers about why the episode 
isn't in 3-D. 

Richard Houldsworth 

New Adventures of Superman 

Volumes 1 & 2 
Price: £11.99 
Warner Home Video 
Out Now 

W ITH THE pilot episode 
of the new souped-up 
Superman already 
available, Warners steam ahead 
with the series. Warners have 
also retained the original US title 
sequence which gives the series 
its proper name — Lois and 
Clark, The New Adventures of 
Superman, and have added in- 
vision episode titles to the 
beginning of each show. 

Volume One opens with 
episode two. Strange Visitor — or 
does it? In fact, despite being the 
right way round on the sleeve, 
Warner have managed to transpose 
episodes two and three on the tape. 
Unfortunately, although the 
episodes have been swapped 
around, the in-vision titles have 
not, so the show that claims to be 
Strange Visitor is in fact 
Neverending Battle and vice versa! 

Whatever its title, the first 
episode involves Lex Luthor’s 
attempts to define the limits to 
Superman's powers. By luring 
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Superman into a series of tests, 
Luthor is afforded the amusing 
opportunity to trot out the old 
cliches when he deduces that 
Superman can indeed ‘leap tall 
buildings' and is 'faster than a 
speeding bullet.’ 

Its all a bit of a jumble in the 
plot department, but one suspects 
that the purpose of the episode 
was to firmly establish the 
characters and their relationships. 

With the next episode we get 
to find out more about Super- 
man's origins. A xenophobic 
military UFO investigator is 
certain that Superman is the first 
of an invading force of aliens and 
is determined to eliminate him. 

Here, as with many episodes, 
much of the tension comes from 
wondering how Clark can 
become Superman and save the 
day without revealing his 
identity. Naturally, the solutions 
are always neatly executed and 
never fail to amuse. 

Volume Two opens with I'm 
Looking Through You in which 
Lois and Clark investigate a 
series of robberies that appear to 
have been carried out by an 
invisible man. Meanwhile, Clark 
has an identity crisis as he finds 
that he is losing himself to the 
public image of Superman. 

This excellent episode 
manages to marry action with a 
thought provoking storyline. 
Clark’s struggle with his own, 
larger than life persona is 
mirrored by the plight of a 
scientist who decided that the 
only way to become visible was 
to become invisible. 

Requiem for a Superhero 
introduces Lois’s father. Doctor 
Sam Lane, whose relations with 
his daughter are somewhat 
strained. Assigned to report on a 
boxing match. Lois and Clark 


find contestants have received 
more than just good training. 

Teri Hatcher is afforded an 
excellent opportunity in this 
episode to show the more 
vulnerable side of Lois, and John 
Shea as Luthor gets some great 
scenes in which he simply 
exudes evil. 

’Til next time- up, up and away! 

John Ainsworth 


Alien Nation 

Dark Horizon 
Rental 
Fox Video 
Out Now 

A S A RULE, television 

reunions don’t work: either 
they’re a complete 
departure from what viewers 
have come to know and love 
(Dynasty: The Reunion) or they 
fail to reproduce the charm or 
exceptional quality of the 
original series (the producers of 
Dark Shadows know what I'm 
talking about!). Fortunately, the 
long-awaited Alien Nation 
telemovie Dark Horizon proves 
that rules are there to be broken. 

Picking-up where the first (and 
only) season left off. Dark 
Horizon wraps up the human 
purists’ plot to wipe out the alien 
newcomers with a deadly virus 
before focusing on an Overseer’s 
attempt to reclaim the Tenctonese 
slaves and, for good measure, 
enslaving the human race. Whilst 
searching for a cure to the disease, 
detectives Matt Sikes (Gary 
Graham, sporting a much- 
improved hairstyle) and George 
Fransisco (Eric Pierpont, sporting 
the same old spotted nogin) are 
aided by Apossno (Scott Patter- 
son) a mysterious newcomer who 
takes an unwelcome interest in 



Cathy (Tetri Treas). 

It won’t win over any new 
viewers, but Alien Nation fans 
will love Dark Horizon. If it 
wasn't for Gary Graham’s new 
hairstyle and the vastly im- 
proved production values, you 
just wouldn't believe that five 
years have passed since the series 
ceased production, because Dark 
Horizon continues in exactly the 
same in tone and style. 

Director Kenneth Johnson 
handles proceedings well but 
unremarkably, although he does 
succeed in coaxing solid 
performances from all con- 
cerned. Leading men Gary 
Graham and Eric Pierpont are at 
their most charismatic, while 
most of the show’s appealing 
supporting cast are back, 
including Jeff Marcus as the 
backward janitor Albert Einstein 
and Ron Fassler as the spendidly 
idiotic police chief Captain Grazer. 

By successfully tying all the 
loose ends of the series, while 
leaving the door ajar for further 
movies. Dark Horizon is exactly 
what the fans demanded. It’s 
solid Sci-Fi entertainment which 
proves that Fox was indeed 
wrong to scrap the show before 
it had time to build upon its 
unexceptional ratings. 

As a footnote to all this. Fox 
have just scrapped fledgling Sci- 
Fi shows VR.5 and the im- 
mensely popular Sliders, thus 
proving the old saying, the more 
things change the more things 
stay the same. 

David Bassoin 

Doctor Who 

Planet of the Daleks and 
Warriors of the Deep 
by Terrance Dicks 
Price: £5.99 each 
BBC Audio 
Out Now 

I N A disappointing move away 
from releasing full audio tapes 
of missing Doctor Who 
episodes, BBC Enterprises have 
directed their endeavours 
towards talking books instead — 
possibly due to the fact that there 
are fewer contributors to pay. 

In Planet of the Daleks. a 
seriously injured Doctor, cut 
down in a Dalek ambush — on 
tv he was shot by an Ogron — 
takes the TARDIS to the planet 
Spiridon, where the metal 
monsters have a frozen army 
waiting to invade the Universe. 

Jon Pertwee reads this 
abridged version of Terrance 
Dicks's novelization, and for 
those who can’t be bothered to 



pick up the book it’s a reason- 
ably entertaining ninety minutes. 
Production is fairly slick, the 
theme music is utilized to 
introduce the piece, and sound 
effects are used sparsely to 
underline plot developments. 

What is unforgivable are some 
glaring mispronunciations by Mr 
Pertwee himself. He refers to the 
Thais as Tarls. Taron is referred 
to as Tearon and the Spiridons 
end up as Spirridons. Who'd 
have thought that he starred in 
the original televised story 
twenty two years ago... 

Ironically, for a man who has 
spent much of that lime voicing 
his dis-satisfication with the 
Daleks, Pertwee is forced to 
imitate them for this tape. His 
nasal rendering is a kind of 
Worzel Gummidge without his 
emotion head on. Just don't give 
up the day job, Jon... 

I rather enjoyed the talking 
book of Warriors of the Deep , 
which features the Silurians and 
Sea Devils. A rather sober tale of 
the threats of nuclear warfare set 
on a deep sea military base in the 
future, it’s a competent piece of 
Doctor Who that was ruined on 
television by uninspired direction. 
But told in words rather than 
pictures, the story takes on a new 
life all of its own. 

Peter Davison provides some 
solid work as narrator, assuming 
the requisite funny voices for the 
Silurians, Sea Devils and 
Sentinel Six... and even gets all 
the pronunciations right. 

Should these tapes prove 
successful, BBC Enterprises 
might be advised to target the 
stories wisely. Lost stories which 
can never be released on video 

— such as Galaxy Four , Enemy 
of the World and The Smugglers 

— read by relevant companions, 
could prove a goldmine... 

Richard Houldsworth 
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Grand First Prize: One of every prize shown below. Runner-Up prizes: One of the prizes featured below 
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the hardback Collector's Edition of Warhammer 40,000: Chaos Child, fol- 
lowing on from Harlequin, and 

5 copies of the invaluable updated Encyclopedia of TV Science Fiction 
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10 copies of Babylon 5 Vol 1 and 
1 0 copies of Vol 2 

10 copies of The New Adventures of Su- 
perman, Vol 1 and 10 'copies of Vol 2 and 
1 0 copies of Vol 3! 


The first hints of 
the war against the 
Shadows on space 
station Babylon 5, 
and Superman 
makes his debut 
in the city of 
Metropolis 


10 copies of The Menagerie and 
1 0 copies of Human Nature 
The second Doctor finds himself in a 
Missing Adventure, while the seventh 
Doctor has a New Adventure 


B15XTREE 


10 copies of the 
Star Trek: Deep 
Space Nine 
Graphic Novel 
Hearts and 
Minds... 

...in which it 
seems that war 
looms between 
the Klingons and 
Cardassians 


10 copies of The Mark of the Rani and 
1 0 copies of Time and the Rani 


Renegade Time Lord, The Rani, battles 
two incarnations of the Doctor, and in one 
meeting she is ‘aided' by the Master 


What You Have To Do... 

\ Just tell us how many of the 
subjects pictured on this 
P age have a PP eared in 

C j nema 

For instance, the Deep Space Nine Graphic 
Novel is Star Trek, and Star Trek certainly 
has been in the movies. 


Send your answer to; 

TV Zone (Ultimate), P0 Box 371, 
LONDON, SW14 8JL, UK. 
Closing Date: 31st July 1995 



1 0 copies of One Step 
Beyond Vol 1 and 10 
copies of Vol 2 
plus 

10 copies of 
Royale 


The 1950s' anthology tales of true 
spooky happenings, and the first ever 
James Bond in the recently rediscovered 
1 954 episode of Climax. 



Dark Horizon 

Look out! These will be the last X-Files 
videos for a while... Your last chance... 
Meanwhile, alien menace for both humans 
and Tectonese... 
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Plate shown smaller than 
actual size of 8" (20.3 cm) in diameter. 


An American legend, 
captured on Royal Doulton Fine Bone China, 
Officially authorised by the John Wayne Family. 


A Signature Edition Collector Plate 
Hand-Numbered and Bordered with 22 Carat Gold 
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A powerful portrait of “The Duke”, the one man, who more 
than any other brought to life on film the proud history and 
tradition of the American military. Here personifying every brave 
Marine who ever stood ready to defend with his last breath the 
country he loved. 

John Wayne, Symbol of America’s Fighting Forces. Fully 
authorised and authenticated by the Wayne family, and created 
by award-winning artist Robert Tanenbaum. In the tradition of the 
most prized collectables, this heirloom collector plate is crafted in 
Royal Doulton Fine Bone China and lavished with breathtaking 
colour. It is hand-numbered and bordered with 22 carat gold. Each 
magnificent plate bears the artists signature mark on its reverse side. 

Priced at just £19.95, this Signature Edition Royal Doulton 
collector plate, is available exclusively from Franklin Mint. 

= 1995 Franklin Mini limited, 1 South Quay Plaza. London E14 9WS. Company registered in England No. 357382. 


p ost ro . Please post by 3 1 st J uly, 1995. 

Franklin Mint Limited, FREEPOST, London E14 9BR. 

Or telephone FREE of charge on 0800 567 900. (Quote ret: 10566/00020). 

Please accept my order for John Wayne, Symbol of America's Fighting Forces. I need 
SEND NO MONEY NOW. I will be invoiced £19.95* when my plate is sent to me. 
Limit: one plate per collector. *pius £1.50 postage ami packaging. 


SIGNATURE _ 
MR/MRS/MISS 
ADDRESS 


POSTCODE TEL NO 

17635-10566/00020-02 

Satisfaction Guaranteed. I can return my plate within 30 days of receipt, for any reason, 
for replacement, credit or refund. 



